I print these “Questioning Techniques for Reading TEKS & TAKS” on cardstock, laminate, and tape to my podium for quick access.
Objective 1: Basic understanding of culturally diverse texts

· Context Clues

· In this passage, the word ________ means _________.

· Main Idea/Plot

· This text is mostly about_______________________.

· The main idea of this text is________________________________________.

· The plot of this selection is________________________________________.

· Story Problem

· The main problem in this story is_____________________________________.
· Summarization

· The best summary of this selection is_________________________________.
Objective 4: Critical Thinking Skills

· Connect, Compare, and Contrast

· Compare and contrast (a character) with (another character) in terms of: motivations, traits, conflicts, and accomplishments.

· Compare and contrast ______________’s points of views with ____________’s.

· Draw Inferences (Conclusions and Generalizations)

· The author provides evidence that (character) was ______________________.

· The mood of the text can be best described as _______________________.

· Fact and Opinion

· Write two facts from editorials, persuasive selections, or advertisements. Why are these facts?
· Write two opinions from editorials, persuasive selections, or advertisements. Why are these opinions?
Objective 2: Literary Elements

· Details

· Who_______________________?

· What______________________?

· Setting

· When______________________?

· Where_____________________?

· How would the story change if the setting had been in (at)________________?

· Why was the setting important to the story___________________________?

· Using Graphic Sources

· According to this graph (map, chart, etc.) you can tell that _________________.
· Analyze Characters (Traits, Motivations, Conflicts, Points of View, Relationships, Changes)

· The (character) was frustrated by_______________________.

· What word best describes (character’s) personality.

· The (main character) feels_____________________.

· (Main character) can best be described as ______________________.

· What word best describes (character)  ‘s behavior?
· The author provides evidence that the (main character) is motivated by________.

· The relationship between (character) and (another character) can best be described as _______________________.

· How did the main character (setting) change from the beginning of the story to the end? Why?

· Analyze Story Plot, Setting, and Problem Resolution

· One word that could be used to describe the plot is___________________.

· Write another ending for the story without changing the plot.

· The action in the story is most like______________________.

· The setting of the story affects the action by ______________________.

· Give another way to solve the main problem in the story.


Objective 3: Analyze Culturally Diverse Text
· Chronology

· What happened immediately after (before) _________________________.
· Cause and Effect Relationships

· Why did (an event) happen?

· What effect did __________ have on _______________?

· Observations, Connections, Reactions, Interpretations, Speculations, and Questions Raised
· What is the (character) most likely to do next? What evidence in the text supports this?

· An observation about the setting (main character) is ______________________.

· The setting (main character) is most like _______________________.

· The main character might cause the reader to feel ____________________.

· The moral of this story is_________________________________________.

· This passage might cause the reader to wonder about______________________.

· Interpret Graphic Sources of Information

· A reasonable conclusion drawn from this (map, graph, chart, etc.)  is____________________________.

· Identify Purpose of Text

· What was the author’s main purpose in writing the text (inform, influence, express, or entertain)? Explain.

· Describe How Author’s Point of View Affects the Text

· What is the author’s point of view about ___________________? What evidence supports this?

· The selection shows how the author feels about (a character) by ________________________________.
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