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Reading Notes Study Sheet (DO NOT LOSE!—IMPORTANT)

Study Daily—you will be quizzed on often!

	A PREFIX is a word part that comes at the beginning of a root or base word.

	Prefix
	Meaning
	Examples

	1. re-
	again, back
	review, restart, retrain

	2. non-
	not, no
	non-profit, nondairy, nonsense

	3. dis-
	opposite of, not, exclude
	disinterest, disobey, disapprove

	4. mis-
	wrong
	misunderstand, misquote, misconduct

	5. pre-
	before
	prefix, preview, preheat

	6. un-
	not, against, opposite
	untie, unable, unlimited

	7. uni-
	one
	unicycle, uniform

	8. bi-
	two
	bicycle, biped, biennial

	9. e-, ex-
	out, out of, from
	emit, expel, excite

	10. in-, im-, il
	in, into
	instead, import, illogical

	11. il-, im-, in-, ir-
	not, in
	illegible, imposter, inaction, irresolute


	A SUFFIX is a word part that comes at the end of a root or base word.

	Suffix
	Meaning
	Examples

	1. –tion, -ition, -ation
	action or state
	irritation, vibration, action, 

	2. –able, ible
	able to be
	manageable, defensible

	3. -ness
	quality
	happiness, sadness, likeness, 

	4. –er, -or, 
	one who
	teacher, sculptor, writer

	5. –y, -ful
	full of
	soapy, wishful

	6. –ance, -ence
	relating to
	resistance, independence


What is the difference between a SIMILE and a METAPHOR?

	Simile – A comparison using LIKE or AS.
	Example: Her hands were as cold as a dog’s nose.

	Metaphor  - A comparison that uses a substitution.
	Example: The shop was a little gold mine.




AUTHOR’S PURPOSE- Why did the author write the story or paragraph? (4 options)
· To Inform (explain something)
· To Entertain (amuse)

· To Persuade (convince)

· To Express (description to help reader feel or see a scene)

FACT & OPINION
A FACT is something that can be proved true or false.
Facts are statements that can be checked or proved.
An OPINION tells a person’s ideas or feelings. It cannot be proven true or false.

Opinions often contain such clue words as think, feel, believe, and seem.
What is a GENERALIZATION?
A GENERALIZATION is making a statement about what several people or things have in common. A valid GENERALIZATION is supported by facts and logic.
(Example: Many people like popcorn.)
Parts of a Story
· PLOT- Important events that happen in a story.
· Conflict – Story’s MAIN problem

· Rising Action – Events following one another 

· Climax – High point when the main character faces the problem

· Outcome – End of the story

· SETTING – Where the story takes place. The setting is a time - the future, the past, or now. The setting is also the place - on the moon, in Chicago, at the Whitehouse. PROBLEM 
· CHARACTER – You learn about characters by noticing what they think, say, and do. Also, notice how other characters treat them and talk to them.
Cause & Effect
A CAUSE is why something happens. Out of the two, the cause happens first.
An EFFECT is what happens. It is the one that happens second or last.
	CAUSE
	EFFECT

	The boy kicked the ball.
	The ball rolled.

	The boy teased the dog.
	The dog growled.

	Sam studied hard for a test.
	Sam earned an A on his test.

	Sara became really tired.
	Sara went to sleep early.


Sequence (Chronology)
The order in which things happen. What happened first, second, third,… A timeline is organized chronologically.
(key words—then, after, during, and the same week)
Main Idea
The MAIN IDEA is what all of the sentences are about. Ask yourself, “What is the point?”
Summarize the important parts. Look for the “BIG IDEA.”

Drawing Conclusions
When you form opinions based on facts and details, you are drawing conclusions. Ask yourself if your conclusion makes sense.

Homophones, Synonyms, & Antonyms
	HOMOPHONES


	pronounce same/

spelled different
	council/counsel

dear/deer

pain/pane

	SYNONYMS
	words w/ the same meaning
	big/large

small/tiny

revise/edit

	ANTONYMS
	words w/ opposite meaning
	short/tall

big/little

loud/quiet


Comparing and Contrasting
· Comparing is finding how things are alike.
· Contrasting is finding out how things are different.
· Clue words that signal how things are alike are both, same, like, alike, and similar.
· Clue words that signal how things are different are but, unlike, different, however, and whereas.
· People, places, objects, and events can all be compared and contrasted.

(NOTE: In math, comparing does not mean alike as it does in reading. Ask your math teacher for a definition of comparing and examples in math so that you do not confuse the two.)
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