Catullus 64 (ll. 50-253)

Semester Exam Review

1) In one sentence, what is this poem about?

2) What meter is this poem written in, and how does that scan?

3) Literary device in line 50?

4) How/why is the phrase “heroum virtutes” (51) ironic?

5) Case and reason: Thesea (53)?

6) Form: cedentem (53)?

7) A “golden line” is a dactylic hexameter line of two substantives and two adjectives with a verb between the two. The term usually applies to a five-word line arranged adjective a, adjective b, verb, noun A, noun B. Line 59 is the first of several golden lines in poem 64 (e.g. 129, 163, 172, 235). This is a kind of hyperbaton: the tactical separation of words that naturally go together. Hyperbaton is an essential feature that distinguishes the elevated language of poetry from the mundane style of prose. It is therefore especially common in the more formal modes of poetry, such as the epic diction of poem 64. It is the technique of verbal leapfrogging that makes possible the artful ordering of words in chiasmus, the golden line, and interlocked word order (synchesis). No question; just marvel at the complexity of the Latin language.

8) Antecedent of quem (60)?

9) What is a Bacchant? (61)?

10) Literary device in 61?

11) Epanalepsis is a form of dramatic emphasis in which a word is repeated after an intervening word and a line break. Catullus uses it three times to stress the pathos (what is pathos?) of Ariadne in poem 64 (ll. 61-62, 132-133, and 186-187). This is perhaps a characteristic of neoteric epyllion.

12) Literary device in lines 63-65?

13) Case and reason: pectus (64)?
14) Literary device in 69?

15) How does the assonance in line 71 underscore the image of lamentation?

16) Literary device in 72?
17) Form of egressus (74)?

18) Literary device in 75?

19) Literary device in 79?

20) What is the subject of solitam esse (79)?

21) Line 79 has a spondaic fifth foot (unusual!). What effect does that have?

22) Quis (80) is a syncopated form of quibus.

23) How is magnanimum…Minoa (85) ironic? 

24) Lines 86-87 virgo/regia: epic enjambment of noun and epithet. What’s enjambment?

25) What effect does the spondaic fifth foot of line 91 have?

26) Explain the form of iactastis (97).

27) Case and reason: quanto (100)
28) Case and reason: fulgore (100)

29) What does velut (105) introduce?

30) Case and reason: sudanti cortice (106)

31) What case does obvia (109) govern?
32) Why does the poet change tense from perfect (fudisse) to present (conscendere) (126)?
33) Literary device in 132-133?

34) Mood and reason: commemorem (117)?

35) What do the three ut’s (117-118) introduce?

36) What does perhibent (124) introduce?

37) What kind of clause is unde…protenderet (127)?

38) Literary device in line 131?

39) Literary device in line 132 (aris)?

40) What case does miserescere (138) govern?
41) Literary device in lines 139-40?

42) Case and reason: quis (140)

43) What case does dessem (151) govern?

44) Literary device in line 156?

45) Literary device in line 155?

46) What does the idiom tibi…cordi fuerant (158) mean?

47) Mood and reason: famularer (161)

48) Literary device in 162?

49) Literary device in 167?

50) Case and reason: questibus (170)

51) Case and reason: auris (170)
52) Literary device in 173?

53) Mood and reason: referam (177)

54) Construction: cingentibus undis (185)

55) Why might Ariadne refer to Theseus as a vir (192) instead of a homo?

56) Literary device in 197?

57) Form: consitus (207)

58) Antecedent of quae (209)?

59) What does ferunt (212) mean 88% of the time in poetry?

60) Form and reason: dedisse (214)
61) Case and reason: gnate (215)

62) Literay device in 215?

63) Case and reason: vita (215)

64) Case and reason: invito mihi (219)

65) What is interesting about the order of words in lines 216 and 221?

66) Why does Aegeus speak of putting dirt in his hair (224)?

67) Mood and reason: dicet (227)

68) Literary device in 228?

69) Explain the form of facito (231).
70) ceu (239) introduces…?

71) What do nivei and cacumen (240) recall earlier in the poem?

72) Form: credens (245)

73) What is a satyr (252)?

74) Who is Silenus (252)?

