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School for the Talented and Gifted

Entrance Essay Rubric

	Criterion
	1-2
	3-4
	5

	Writing Conventions

Points:
	Numerous errors in spelling, punctuation, or usage
	A few errors in spelling, punctuation, or usage. Some editing required.


	Consistently correct spelling, punctuation, and usage. Exhibits original style.

	Sentence Structure

Points:
	Sentences are incomplete, rambling, choppy, or awkward.
	Sentences have adequate structure, but little variety.


	Sentences flow, are varied and creative.

	Organization

Points:
	One paragraph. Lacks introduction and/or structure.
	Two to three paragraphs. May lack introduction or clear sequence.


	Multiple paragraphs that use effective transitions and/or creative structure.

	Vocabulary

Points:
	Limited vocabulary. Lack of creativity or examples.
	Ordinary language is used and conveys message, but without creativity
	Word choice is effective and includes vivid imagery and creative expression



	Ideas and Content

Points:
	Lacks focus.
	Clear and focused writing.
	Clear, focused writing that engages the reader.




Point Total: ________/25
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