Math Short-Cuts for Multiplication and Division
 From Karen Evans, fifth grade teacher in Old Saybrook, Connecticut: 
Tricky Twelves 

"A student taught me the 12's trick a few years ago when multiplying numbers two through nine by twelve." 

Here it is: 

12 x 2 = 22 + 2 = 24
12 x 3 = 33 + 3 = 36
12 x 4 = 44 + 4 = 48
12 x 5 = 55 + 5 = 60
12 x 6 = 66 + 6 = 72
12 x 7 = 77 + 7 = 84
12 x 8 = 88 + 8 = 96
12 x 9 = 99 + 9 = 108



From Cassandra Hamilton,  a Title I math teacher at Tyler Elementary School in Hampton, Virginia: 

McDonalds Division 

"When teaching long division, I use the DMSCBS acronym. The sentence we use is: Does McDonalds Sell Cheeseburgers & Shakes? 

D-Decide Where to Place (The first digit goes in the quotient and then divide.)
M-Multiply
S-Subtract
C-Compare
B-Bring Down
S-Start Over Again

I make a chart showing a hamburger with all the fixings to represent the steps." 

From Laraine Reisner, a 4th grade teacher in Los Angeles, California: 
Families and Long Division 

"When I teach long division I have the children write DMSCB on the top of their papers. I tell them it stands for Daddy, Mommy, Sister, Cousin, and Brother. In reality they learn it stands for divide, multiply, subtract, compare, and bring down. I have found this is a tremendous help to students who forget the proper order of division. I also always refer to it when I am doing a directed lesson. To bring humor to the lesson I will sometimes refer to the family name. 'You forgot the Mommy.' Children really appreciate having this little learning trick!" 

