THE COMMITTEE SYSTEM

1. Why have committees?

a. Most work of Congress accomplished through committees.

b. Committees permit Congress to divide the work among members.

i. This allows for the study of legislation by specialists and helps speed up the passage of legislation.

2. Leadership of Committees
a. Committee Chairpersons

i. Members of majority party chosen by party caucus

ii. Duties:

1. set agendas

2. assign members to subcommittees

3. decide whether committee will hold public hearings

4. decides which witnesses to call

5. manage floor debate of the bill when it’s presented to full House or Senate

iii. How chosen:

1. traditionally based on seniority system

a. majority party member with most time in the committee normally chosen.

b. Seniority method not required, but most still chosen this way.

3. Membership on Committees

a. Percent of committee’s membership reflects overall percentage of Republicans and Democrats in each house.

b. Members try to serve on committees that will best serve state or district

c. Members may also try to serve on committees to influence national policy on public issues

4. Types of Committees

a. STANDING COMMITTEE

i. Permanent committee that deals with specific policy matters.  EX: Agriculture, energy, veterans affairs

b. SELECT COMMITTEE

i. Temporary committee appointed for a specific purpose.

ii. Most formed to investigate something.  EX: Senate Watergate Committee

c. JOINTCOMMITTEE

i. Made up of members of both houses of Congress.
ii. May be a Select Committee or perform routine duties.  EX: Joint Committee on the Library of Congress

d. CONFERENCE COMMITTEE

i. Temporary committee of members of both houses to resolve differences in House and Senate versions of a bill.

ii. Also called a COMPROMISE COMMITTEE

5. Caucuses

a. Informal groups formed by members of Congress who share a common purpose or set of goals

b. EX:  Congressional Black Caucus, Women’s Caucus, Democratic or Republican Caucus
