CONGRESS TEST REVIEW

How many total members are there in Congress?  How many in each house?

What is the term of office for a member of the House of Representatives?  How often are House members up for reelection?

What is the term of office for a member of the Senate?  How often are Senate members up for reelection?

What are the Constitutional requirements to be a member of the House of Representatives?

What are the Constitutional requirements to be a member of the Senate?

Who has a larger constituency, a member of the House or a member of the Senate?  Which position carries more prestige?

How long is a term of Congress?  How many sessions are there in a term?  What term of Congress has just begun (the number)?

What is a Special Session of Congress?

What word describes the distribution of Congressional seats based on the population of each state?

What word describes the redistribution of Congressional seats after the census determines changes in population distribution among the states?

What word describes the drawing by state legislatures of congressional districts for those states with more than one representative?

What word describes the drawing of congressional districts to favor one political party or group over another?

How were members of the Senate originally elected?

Which amendment, passed in 1913, allows for the direct election of senators by the people of the state?

What are the term limits imposed on members of  the House and what term limits are imposed on members of the Senate?

When it comes to elections, there is something that is known as the “Incumbency Effect”.  We have talked about eight advantages to being an incumbent.  Name them.
Who is the leader of the House of Representatives?  Identify 3 major duties of this position.

Who are the leaders in both the House and the Senate who is a major assistant to the leader of each house, helps plan his or her party’s legislative program, and helps direct floor debate?

Who are the people in both the House and the Senate who assists leaders in the each house by directing party members in voting, informing members of impending voting, keeping track of vote counts, and pressuring members to vote with the party.

Who is the leader of the Senate?  Who is the leader when this person is absent?

HOW is a committee chairperson chosen?

How is the political make-up of a committee chosen (i.e. how many Republicans and Democrats in each committee)?

What factors influence on which committee a member of Congress may want to serve?

Which type of committee is a permanent committee, one that deals with specific policy matters?

Which type of committee is a temporary committee that is appointed for a specific purpose?

Which type of committee is made up of members of both houses of Congress, usually to perform routine duties?

Which type of committee is a temporary committee of members of both houses of Congress set up to resolve differences on a bill?

There are 5 roles that a member of Congress has.  Name them.
A member of Congress represents his or her constituents in one of two ways.  Identify and describe them?

What is the name given to the Congressional perk of free mail?

What are the three “powers” of Congress?

Where in the Constitution are the powers of Congress limited?

There are 5 non-legislative powers of Congress.  Name them.

In the passing of a law, in which house of Congress must a bill go through the Rules Committee?

Name the 4 actions a President may take in regards to a bill?

How is a caucus used as a legislative tactic?

How is the committee system used as a legislative tactic?

How is a filibuster used as a legislative tactic?

What is a cloture?

What is meant by “pork barrel” legislation?

What is meant by “logrolling”?

What is a “rider”?  What is meant by the term “Christmas tree bill”?

Identify 5 things or groups that influence Congress.

IMPORTANT:   Know the steps involved in the making of a law.

