ELECTION TO CONGRESS

1. GETTING ELECTED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:

a. Constitution guarantees each state at least ONE representative.

b. Determining Congressional representation:

i. Apportionment:  distribution of Congressional seats based on the population of each state.

ii. Reapportionment:  redistribution of Congressional seats after the census determines changes in population distribution among the states.

iii. Congressional districting:  the drawing by state legislatures of congressional districts for those states with more than one representative.

iv. Gerrymandering:  drawing congressional districts to favor 

v. one political party or group over another.

2. GETTING ELECTED TO THE SENATE:

a. Article V of the Constitution states that “no state, without its consent, shall be deprived of its equal suffrage in the Senate”.

b. Members originally chosen by the state legislatures in each state.

c. Since 1913, the 17th Amendment allows for the direct election of senators by the people of the state.

3.  TERM LIMITS:
a. Several states have passed legislation establishing term limits.

b. Supreme Court, however, ruled that neither Congress nor states may impose term limits without a constitutional amendment.

c. Therefore, no limitations on the number of terms a member of Congress may serve. 
