LAW MAKING PROCESS

(How a bill becomes a law)

BILLS, or proposed laws, may begin in either house, except for revenue bills, which must begin in the House of Representatives.
	HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

A bill is introduced, numbered (HR 1), and assigned to a committee.

The bill may be assigned to a subcommittee for further study.

The bill is returned to committee, where it is approved or rejected.

The RULES COMMITTEE sets terms of debate for the bill.

The bill is debated by the House.

A vote is taken, where the bill is passed or defeated.  Bills that pass the House are sent to the Senate.
	SENATE

A bill is introduced, numbered (S 1), and assigned to a committee.

The bill may be assigned to a subcommittee for further study.

The bill is returned to committee, where it is approved or rejected.

No rules committee in the Senate!!!

The bill is debated by the Senate.

A vote is taken, where the bill is passed or defeated.  Bills that pass the Senate are sent to the House.


	Conference Committee resolves differences between House and Senate versions of a bill.  Compromise versions may NOT contain any new material


	Bill returned to House for a vote on the compromise version.
	Bill returned to Senate for a vote on the compromise version.


	PRESIDENTIAL ACTION:  President may (1) sign the bill, (2) allow the bill to become law without signing it, (3) veto the bill, (4) pocket veto the bill.   Vetoed bills returned to Congress where they may be overturned by a 2/3 vote in each house.


