LEADERSHIP OF CONGRESS

1. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
a. Speaker of the House

i. Presiding officer and most powerful member of the House.
ii. Major duties:

1. assigning bills to committee

2. controlling floor debate

3. appointing party members to committees

b. Majority and Minority Leaders

i. Majority Leader

1. major assistant to Speaker

2. helps plan party’s legislative program

3. directs floor debate
ii. Minority Leader

1. Same duties as majority leader but for the opposition.

c. Whips

i. Help floor leaders by:

1. directing party members in voting

2. informing members of impending voting

3. keeping track of vote counts

4. pressuring members to vote with the party

2. SENATE
a. “President of the Senate” is the Vice President of the U.S.

i. May not debate

ii. Only votes to break a tie

b. President pro tempore

i. Senior member of majority party

ii. Mostly ceremonial position lacking real power

c. Majority and Minority Leaders

i. Majority Leader

1. Most influential member of the Senate and often party spokesperson

ii. Minority Leader

1. same function as in the House

d. Whips

i. Same function as in the House
