POWERS OF CONGRESS

I.  Legislative Powers  -  power to make laws

1. Expressed Powers
a. Powers specifically granted to Congress, mostly found in Article I, Section 8 of Constitution

2. Implied Powers
a. Powers that may be reasonably suggested to carry out the expressed powers

b. Found in Article I, Section 8, Clause 18

i. “necessary and proper” clause or elastic clause

c. Allows for expansion of Congress’ power

d. EX:  expressed power to raise armies and navy implies the power to draft men into military

3. Limitations on Powers
a. Powers denied Congress

i. Article I, Section 9

ii. Tenth Amendment

II. Non-legislative Powers

1. Electoral Powers
a. Selection of the president by House of Representatives upon the failure of electoral college to achieve a MAJORITY vote

2. Amendment Powers
a. Congress may propose amendments by 2/3 vote of each house or by calling a national convention to propose amendments if requested by 2/3 of state legislatures.

3. Impeachment
a. House may bring charges, or impeach

b. Senate tries the case and determines guilt or innocence

4. Executive powers of Senate
a. Shares treaty making and appointment powers with President

b. Approve treaties by 2/3 vote and appointments by majority vote

5. Investigative or oversight powers
a. Investigate matters falling within the range of its legislative authority; often involves review of policies of executive branch.
