CONGRESS:

Roles of Members, Privileges of Members, Staff & Support

I.  Roles of Members of Congress

1. Policymaker

a. Makes policy through the passage of legislation

2. Representative

a. Represents constituents in one or in both of two ways:

i. Delegate:  they vote based on wishes of constituents, regardless of their own opinions.

ii. Trustee:  after listening to constituents, votes based on their own opinions

3. Constituent servant

a. Help constituents with problems

4. Committee member
a. Serve on committees

5. Politician / party member (politico)

a. Work to support their political platform and get reelected

II. Privileges of Members of Congress

1. Members of Congress enjoy several privileges

a. Franking – free mail

b. Allowances for offices in their districts or home state

c. Allowances for staff support

d. Travel allowances

e. Immunity from arrest while conducting congressional business

f. Immunity from libel or slander suits for their speech or debate in Congress

III. Congressional Staff and Support

1. Personal staff work for members in D.C. and in home offices
2. Committee staff work for committees and subcommittees

3. Support agencies provide services to all members of Congress (Library of Congress, Government Printing Office) 
