STRUCTURE OF CONGRESS

	
	HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
	SENATE

	MEMBERSHIP
	435 members (apportioned by population)
	100 members

(two from each state)

	TERM OF OFFICE
	2 years; entire House elected every 2 years
	6 years; staggered terms with 1/3 of the Senate elected every 2 years

	QUALIFICATIONS
	· At least 25 years old

· Citizen for 7 years

· Live in state where district located


	· At least 30 years old

· Citizen for 9 years

· Live in state

	CONSTITUENCIES
	Smaller, by districts
	Larger, entire state



	PRESTIGE
	Less prestige
	More prestige


ORGANIZATION OF CONGRESS

1. TERMS:

a. Two houses meet for a TERM of 2 years beginning on Jan. 3 of odd-numbered years.  
b. Each TERM divided into two 1-year SESSIONS

2. SPECIAL SESSIONS

a. President may call special sessions in cases of national emergency

3. LEADERSHIP and RULES

a. Each house of Congress chooses its own leadership and determines its own rules
