ACTOR ETHICS, ETIQUETTE, AND TRADITIONS

1.
Don’t relate to others like a prima donna or a star.

2.
Treat all other actors, designers, and production people with respect.

3.
Be on time.

4.
Don’t miss rehearsals.

5.
Come to rehearsal prepared to work. (Wear appropriate clothing, be physically and vocally warmed up, and 
have all personal props with you.)

6.
Walk around the stage before each rehearsal and performance to check for any changes or safety hazards.

7.
Do not do anything that could cause serious or permanent physical or emotional harm to yourself or any other actor 
or crew member. No show is more important than ensuring everyone’s safety and well-being.

8.
Never eat, drink, or smoke in costume, unless you have the director’s and designer’s permission, which is never.

9.
Do not play music backstage or in the dressing rooms unless all actors agree to it. Make sure it is not so loud that 
you or others cannot hear time calls.

10.
Always acknowledge time calls with a thank you or other appropriate response.

11.
Do not disturb other actors twenty minutes before their first entrance. They may be preparing.

12.
Never argue with the director or stage managers in public. Discussions should be held in private.

13.
Always try anything the director asks you to do, unless it is unsafe.

14.
Take care of your props and costumes; you are responsible for their care. Before each performance, make sure they 
are in their proper place and in working order, and put them back in their proper places after using them.

15.
Never direct or give suggestions to other actors. Talk to the director or stage manager about all concerns.

16.
Bring a pencil and paper to all rehearsals.

17.
Write down all notes and work on them.

18.
Work on lines and character outside rehearsal at least as many hours as during rehearsal.

19.
Attend and participate in all strikes.

20.
Consider giving cast cards or a small gift to the technical director, stage manager, director, and any appropriate crew 
people and designers at the last performance. In most theatres, it is a tradition.

21.
Never alter your appearance with such changes as a hair cut, more or less facial hair, a new hair color, or tattoo 
without the director’s and/or the costume designer’s permission. 

22.
Report all safety concerns to the stage manager.

23.
Don’t borrow or use any other actor’s make-up, sponges, or personal items without permission.

24.
Don’t gossip and don’t listen to gossip.

25.
Don’t gossip and don’t listen to gossip!

