[image: image1.jpg]


                               Fourth Grade Summer Reading Program

                                 John F. Pattie Elementary School

The purpose of the PWCS Summer Reading Program is to encourage students to enjoy quality literature and to continue developing their independent reading skills. Student participation in the program is voluntary. Students who choose to participate in the program are required to complete a minimum number of readings over the summer. 

Students in Grades 4 who participate will complete a list of books read . The documentation is to include the name of the author, the title of the book, and a parent or guardian statement that the student has completed the reading.  For Grade 4 students who participate in Prince William County Public Library's Summer Reading Program, the Public Library documentation will apply.  Students will receive an extra A (100) for each book completed, for a total of three.  Completion of the summer reading will be recorded for students by the end of the second week of school. 

Lexile Levels

To help in choosing books that can promote reading growth, this year each child’s 2009 English SOL score will include a Lexile Level. The Lexile Level is based on a student’s SOL score on the English portion of the SOL and approximates his/her reading level. This means a child should be able to read and understand books in a Lexile range of approximately 100 points below to 50 points above the designated score. 

Knowing a child’s Lexile range can help to locate books that he/she might enjoy reading. Student interest and motivation for reading books that are age appropriate are critical factors to consider as book choices are made. Remember that nothing replaces conversation with the student, his teachers, and librarians in making great choices.

It is important to note that the Lexile measure does not address the content or quality of the book. Many other factors affect the relationship between a reader and a book, including its content, the age and interests of the reader, and the design of the actual book. The Lexile measure is a good starting point in the book-selection process, but parents should always consider these other factors when making a decision about which book to choose. 
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Suggested Reading

The following titles are suggestions for summer reading. Other books selected by the student with guidance from a parent/guardian and/or librarian are also acceptable. Participation in the PWC Public Library Summer Reading Program and its documentation are also acceptable. 

	Author
	Title
	Pub. Date
	Lexile Level
	Annotation

	 Babbitt, Natalie
	Jack Plank Tells Tales
	  2007
	  860  
	 Too nice to be a pirate, Jack Plank looks for a new career, but each night he tells tales of why the one job he looked into that day is wrong

	 Babbitt, Natalie
	 Kneeknock Rise
	 2007
	 760
	A young boy climbs Kneeknock Rise to discover why the mysterious Megrimum's wail casts a spell over the villagers below. 

	 Blume, Judy
	Fudge-a-Mania 
	 2007
	 490
	 Pete describes the family vacation in Maine, highlighted by the antics of his younger brother Fudge.

	 Butler, Amy
	 Virginia Bound
	 2003
	 700
	Thirteen-year-old orphaned beggar Rob Brackett is kidnapped from the streets of London and taken to the New World for a cruel tobacco farmer master, who also owns a Pamunkey Native American girl named Mattoume.

	 Byars, Betsy
	 Dog Diaries : Secret Writings of the WOOF Society
	 2007
	 610
	At the first annual meeting of WOOF--Words of Our Friends--assorted dogs preserve their heritage by sharing tales of canines throughout history, including Abu, who ruled all of Egypt except for one pesky cat, and Zippy, who simply must find the squeaky toy.

	 Clements, Andrew
	 Lost and Found
	 2008
	 780
	Twelve-year-old identical twins Jay and Ray hatch a plot to take advantage of a clerical error at their new school and pretend they are just one. 



	 Author
	Title
	Pub. Date
	Lexile

Level
	 Annotation

	Coville, Bruce
	Jeremy Thatcher, Dragon Catcher
	2007
	710
	Small for his age but artistically talented, twelve-year-old Jeremy Thatcher unknowingly buys a dragon's egg.

	Funke, Cornelia
	Ghosthunters and the Incredible Revolting Ghost
	2007
	760
	Hetty Hyssop and her assistant ghosthunters travel to a seaside hotel to investigate the appearance of one of the most dangerous ghosts in the world.

	Greenfield, Eloise
	Honey, I Love
	2003
	
	The poems depict the things people and children love--the joyous and bittersweet feelings of growing up.



	Hermes, Patricia
	Starving Time
	2002
	360
	Nine-year-old Elizabeth keeps a journal of her experiences during the second year of her new life in the New World as she suffers hunger, the death of her mother, and the arrival of her twin brother.

	Hopkinson, Deborah


	Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt

	1995
	680
	A young slave stitches a quilt with a map pattern that guides her to freedom in the North.



	Levine, Ellen
	Henry’s Freedom Box
	2007
	380
	A fictionalized account of how in 1849 a Virginia slave, Henry "Box" Brown, escapes to freedom by shipping himself in a wooden crate from Richmond to Philadelphia.

	Levine, Gail Carson
	Ella Enchanted
	1998
	670
	Based on the story of Cinderella, Ella struggles against the childhood curse that forces her to obey any order given to her.

	McDonald Megan
	Judy Moody

(Judy Moody series)
	2002
	530
	Third grader Judy Moody is in a first day of school bad mood until she gets an assignment to create a collage all about herself and begins creating her masterpiece, the Me collage.



	Nelson, Vaunda Micheaux


	Mayfield Crossing
	2002
	720
	When her old school is closed, Meg and her family meet prejudice for the first time; she does find that not all people are alike

	Author
	Title
	Pub. Date
	Lexile

Level
	Annotation

	Reynolds-Naylor, Phyllis
	Anyone Can Eat Squid

(Simply Sarah series)
	2005
	670
	Sarah longs to find a way to be someone special, and when her friend's Chinese restaurant needs customers, she finds a special way to save it. 



	Roop, Peter and Connie
	An Eye for An Eye: A Story of the Revolutionary War
	2000
	
	Fourteen year old Samantha can out hunt her twin and out sail her older brother near the James River, but wonders if she can use those skills against the British in the Revolutionary War.

	Rylant, Cynthia
	The Blue Hills Meadows
	2001
	840
	The story of the Meadow family and the life they lead in the quiet country town of Blue Hill, Virginia.

	Rylant, Cynthia

	Every Living Thing
	1985
	870
	Twelve stories in which animals change people's lives for the better.

	Simon, Seymour
	The Sun
	1989
	870
	Describes the nature of the sun, its origin, source of energy, layers, atmosphere, sunspot, and magnetic storms.

	Tripp, Valerie
	Meet Felicity: An American Girl

(American Girl Series)
	1991
	600
	In 1774 Williamsburg nine year old Felicity rescues a beautiful horse that is being beaten and starved by her cruel owner.

	Turner, Ann
	Nettie’s Trip South
	1987
	860
	A ten-year-old northern girl encounters the realities of slavery when she visits Richmond, Virginia, and sees a slave auction.

	Walsh, Jill Paton
	The Green Book
	1992
	980
	A family from the future that must leave Earth to colonize a new planet. How do they survive? What is the importance of stories in a new land?
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Documentation Grades 3 – 4

Students in Grades 3 – 4 will receive an A (100) for each book completed, for a total of three.  Please include the name of the author, the title of the book, and a parent or guardian signature stating that the student has completed the reading.  

	Book Title
	Author

	1. 
	

	2.
	

	3.
	


My student has read the above list of books.

Parent or Guardian signature

**Please note students may also participate in the Prince William County Public Library Summer Quest Program, and the Public Library documentation will apply.   

	Student’s Name
	Classroom Teacher
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