STEPS NECESSARY FOR SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION

OF A MATH COURSE

Please read and follow the information detailed below.  It is a process designed to help you achieve the most knowledge and best grade you are capable of achieving in a math course.
An A in a course means you have mastered 90% or higher of the material being presented in the course, B being 80% or higher, and so on with each letter grade representing a different percentage of mastered material. Depending on your abilities, each grade earned will require constant work and practice.  To obtain an A, you must earn, basically, A’s on all the tests and quizzes given and do all of your assignments well and turn them in on time.

Regardless of the math course you are taking, all of the following will help you achieve greater success if you do this on a consistent basis.

· You need to focus in class, be attentive, take good notes, ask questions in class, and come for help on topics which cause you difficulty.  You may have to come more than once to help improve your knowledge, and do not wait until the day before a testing situation.  Also, after leaving the help session, you must continue to practice the material you worked on to reinforce the knowledge.
· Come to class prepared every day.  Do not miss class.

· Re-read your notes prior to starting the homework.

· All the homework must be done well and turned in on time; try solving every problem, show all of your steps, including writing the problem on your paper.  Check your answers in the back of the book before coming to class to see where you have made mistakes.  Use Hotmath.com.  If you have trouble with a problem and you have the answer, try working backwards.
· Organize your notes, notebooks and use an assignment book.
· Study well and correctly.  Rework your homework problems, work the examples in the book and reread and study your notes, practice a lot of problems and copy down the directions pertaining to the problems.  Make practice tests and quizzes and time them.  Memorize your formulas, properties, vocabulary, theorems, postulates, angle measures.  Memorize everything that is required for the course.  It is not optional.
· Be careful on your arithmetic.  -5 ≠ 5.  3 + 2 ≠ 6.  The answer matters but so does the work that gets you to that point.  Show your work.  Communicate your thoughts in a coherent and accepted mathematically literate manner. 
· Read and follow directions.  Read the entire problem before working the problem.  Answer the question being asked not what you think is being asked.  If the problem “looks hard” do not give up.  Try it.  

· Do not always look for short cuts.  Sometimes they do not exist.  Sometimes the hard way is the best way.

· When taking a test, work all the problems as quickly and accurately as you can.  If you get stuck on a problem, skip it, do the rest of the test and then come back and work on that one.  Do not spend all your time on one problem.  Watch the clock.

· Correct past mistakes instead of repeating them.

· Due dates are just that, the date the item is due.  It is not a target date.  Turn your work in on time.  It is not an option.
· Do not expect to receive extra credit.  It happens very rarely in math courses.  Time needs to be spent learning and mastering the material, not working on extra credit.

· If situations arise which cause a major conflict between courses and testing dates, contact your teacher immediately and see if other arrangements could possibly be set up.  Do not do this the day something is due or right before the test.


Math is hard.  It will, like anything else, require a lot of work and effort.  The essence of math is struggle.  Even Einstein struggled.  

All of the above steps will help any student improve their performance. 

