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BIOLOGY

COURSE GUIDELINES
Mr. Dennis Hutson
1.  Late assignments result in significantly lowered grades (Usually a full “letter” grade). This includes lab reports, research papers and homework.

2.  SPELLING COUNTS! Technical spelling counts more. In a science course, there really is no excuse for a misspelled term. Most texts have glossaries in the back of the book. Please utilize same.

3.  Legibility is absolutely required. Papers or homework that are typed or computer generated are preferred; handwriting is perfectly acceptable IF I CAN READ IT. If I cannot read a word, it is wrong…this is also true for tests.

4.  Blue or black ink is the only acceptable color for written work to include notes, projects and labs. Other colors are for art work…not writing.

A large (at least 2” spine preferred) three-ring binder is required for this course. All notes, class and lab, as well as all laboratory projects and data are to be included in this binder. Divide the binder between classroom and laboratory and maintain the chronological sequence for each. For your “enrichment”, multiple handouts are prepared during the course of the year to supplement the text and classroom material. These are to be included in your notebook. 

6.  In the case of absence, all classroom material MUST be made up. Classroom notes should be obtained from fellow students. Any test or assignment missed during that time will be made up in accordance with the Handbook. Any work not turned in will receive a grade of “0” until such time as it is received. IF MISSING WORK IS NOT TURNED IN BY ONE WEEK PRIOR TO THE END OF A MARKING PERIOD, THE ZERO STANDS! Be advised that I will not remind you. Please read the last paragraph, page 12, in the handbook, “Work missed due to absence”. This policy will be followed. The “makeup test” generally is NOT the same as the original and, not infrequently, is of a different format.

a. Laboratory exercises only run for one day. Time and space constraints do not permit the luxury of keeping it set up any longer. Consequently, a missed lab (test grade) may require an “alternative” project for make up.

b. Certain “Practical Tests” are ONLY given for one day. Again, a space and materials issue. If one is absent on the day the test is given, the last available time is 7:00 am the following morning. After that, an “alternative” assignment (usually a research paper) may be assigned. For some laboratory Practical Tests a makeup is available in a different format.

7.  Absence from this class for school-related or for non school-related activities must be approved in advance. 

8.  Tests are based on the information in the text, classroom lectures, associated laboratory exercises and the handouts. You are accountable for all of the material covered; consequently it is to your advantage to be certain that you are not missing any portion of that material.

9.  Laboratory rules are to be followed precisely…no deviations will be tolerated. This is a “safety” issue. Infractions of laboratory rules will result in dismissal from the lab and a failing grade for that lab exercise. (a lab report grade is equivalent to a test grade) Enough said. Attached is a copy of the “Safety in the Biology Laboratory” guidelines. I STRONGLY urge you to study these and remember them.

10.  Uniform guidelines are as presented in the Handbook. The policy is being enforced, without exception. In addition, during laboratory periods safety dictates that hair is to be secured back, away from the face, shirts and blouses are to be tucked in (not folded under) and full leather shoes are to be worn (no sandals or open toes). 

11.  Intellectual integrity is the manifestation of the mature mind. In other words, cheating, in any form, is eschewed.

GRADES

The evaluation of each student is based upon his or her performance in the classroom as well as the objective scores obtained on tests, quizzes, reports, homework, and projects. The grading scale is as outlined in the handbook:




A

93-100




B+

90-92




B

85-89




C+

82-84




C

77-81




D

70-76




F

69 and below
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ATTESTATION SHEET

I have read and understand the above “Guidelines”

Student:_____________________   Date:___________

Parent:______________________   Date:___________

This signature page is to be turned in at the next class period. Keep the copy of the “guidelines” for your reference.

