KEYS TO SUCCESS
BIOLOGY 422

Mr. Dennis Hutson
The textbook for this course is Biology by Miller and Levine. This is a secondary school text designed for introductory biology. We follow the text during the year with few exceptions. Those exceptions will be clearly stipulated when they occur. I DO NOT assign specific pages to be read nor do I read them to you during class. I expect that, as we commence a chapter, you will read, outline and study the text. Those students who ordinarily achieve a grade of “B” or better are proactive; they have completed the chapter within several days after we start that section.
You will receive a handout “How to Study With a Textbook”. Read and heed. The information contained in this treatise is excellent and will hold you in good stead throughout your academic career.

The structure of the classroom instruction is primarily lecture. This is a college prep course and that is what you will encounter in college. Taking notes is absolutely necessary. Excellent note-taking is a painfully acquired skill that one must master. I have no objections to the use of tape recorders as a SUPPLEMENT to (not in lieu of) note-taking. Following class, as soon as feasible, one should go over (read recopy) the notes and fill in that information missed during class. Obviously, this must be done while the lecture content is still fresh in one’s mind. Then, one should read (not necessarily “study”) those notes several times each week.

The amount of time spent studying in relation to the amount of time in class is ideally a ratio of 4:1. Study time for the lab is approximately 2:1. Do the math! 

Laboratory exercises are an important and integral portion of this course. Each laboratory will require a formal laboratory report to be submitted, ON TIME, typewritten, including graphs, images, etc. The format for the laboratory report is supplied, as is a rubric outlining what is included in a good report. Choose your lab partners wisely. All partners receive the same grade and that is based on depth of understanding, clarity, logical thought and analysis of data presented in the laboratory report. You usually have a week from the completion of the lab exercise to the time for submission of the report. Consequently, each should be a masterpiece!
The Research Paper is another facet of this course. There is one paper each semester, the topics of which are assigned. The topics are given early in the semester to allow sufficient time for library research, comprehension of the topic, collating, editing and proofreading. I do not expect that there should be any misspellings, errors in grammar or tedious syntax. It is to be a polished paper reflecting creativity and understanding of the material; presented in a clear and concise manner. All papers will be submitted with a floppy, CD or flash drive.
The Internet has resulted in an increase in plagiarism. Submission of papers with a disk allows analysis by various “plagiarism programs” available to identify those who have chosen that route. Cheating in any form, and this includes plagiarism, is an expeditious way to fail the semester. Don’t do it. Enough said.
Preparation for tests and exams is NOT done the night before. Preparation for a test typically takes a bit more than a week. Flash cards are helpful. Repetition is key. EFFECTIVE study groups can be productive but must be started early.
