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INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

BIOLOGY 422

Mr. Dennis Hutson
COURSE CONTENT:


Biology of today is NOT the Biology that I studied in High School or that which you studied. The reason, of course, is that the field is expanding exponentially and the information has achieved a level of sophistication that has filtered down to the secondary school level. Whereas I was learning DNA structure and molecular genetics in graduate school, these topics are now so “common place” as to be included in the curriculum of any high school Biology program. Consequently, do not look at the subject material and be surprised. It is derived from a standard college preparatory textbook geared toward the high school level. 

TEXTBOOK:


Contrary to common perception, we DO follow the text. Granted, we do not read from the book or specifically assign pages to be read. The text is to complement the classroom discussion, be a reference source, allow preparation for class and be a reference for correct spelling of terms. Please note that some areas we cover will NOT be specifically outlined in this book. They will, of course, be covered in class, making note-taking an important part of this experience. The information, however, is available through other textbooks and the ever present Internet.

HOMEWORK:

A Homework Packet is generally assigned at the beginning of each new section. It is to be completed as thoroughly and specifically as possible, referencing outside sources if necessary. The vast majority of the questions on the tests are related to questions posed in the packet. Again, the answers to some of the questions are not easily found in the text, encouraging students to look to outside sources. The packet is due the day of the test on that particular section.

TESTS:


Tests constitute approximately 40% of the grade. The format is most frequently multiple choice, Scantron answer sheet. Any student may review with me any of the tests that have been taken, going over each answer and I will be happy to explain the rationale and logic for that answer. Tests are not given out, they are available.


In the event that a scheduled test is missed, for whatever reason, the “make-up” test is generally of a different format (short essay, long essay, etc.). 


Because the laboratory is an integral portion of the course content, the information from the labs is included in the tests. In addition, during the year there will be several “Laboratory Practical” tests, examining specifically material covered in a lab session or several lab sessions. Constraints of time and space do not allow for these to be given for more than one day, therefore, a missed practical test will be made up with a substitute of a different format or, on occasion, a short (3-4 page) research paper on a topic assigned.

LABORATORY:


As mentioned above, the laboratory is an integral portion of the course. To that end, each laboratory exercise will require a formal laboratory report, the structure of which has been provided. The labs are a collaborative effort of a lab group, selected among themselves, not assigned, and the report represents that group effort. All participants in the report receive the same grade. The lab grade is equivalent to a test grade. Generally, students have one week from the completion of the lab to the submission of the report. Late reports are “docked” in proportion to the tardiness. If no report is submitted, it receives a zero.

RESEARCH PAPER:


Two research papers are required, one for each semester. The format is posted and explained to the students. The topics are assigned by me. The topics are sophisticated, current and challenging. It is expected that they will do some intense research for this paper using “peer-reviewed” journals. The internet is also acceptable, in addition to the journal references. The research paper also counts as a “test” grade. A 1.44 floppy or CD must be submitted with each paper for obvious reasons.

ANY MISSING WORK MUST BE COMPLETED ONE WEEK PRIOR TO THE TIME FOR SUBMISSION OF THE GRADES. MISSING WORK IS INDICATED BY A “0” WHEN THE GRADES ARE POSTED. IF THE WORK IS NOT COMPLETED, THE “0” WILL STAND.

EXTRA-CREDIT:


At the end of each semester extra-credit may be available. This will be announced at that time and is generally due one week before the semester close.

CONTACT/CONFERENCE:


The absolutely best way to contact me is by email through the PVI site. This way you’ll be far more likely to receive a response. There is a phone messaging system that is cumbersome and of extremely limited availability to the staff. Using this significantly diminishes your probability of receiving a response.
