French Study Skills

FR-2, FR-3, FR-3H, FR-4H, FR-5H, & FR-4AP

1. Introduction of the Handbook: How to use it

In the handbook look at the days of the month

Write down quizzes and tests on the days they will take place

Students are told one week in advance when quizzes or tests will be given

Check the website or the blackboard for the days of the quizzes and tests.

Look at the section in your planner to write down your homework and the days of quizzes and tests

2. Introduction of books

Textbook (used in class: to study and to do homework)

Workbook (exercises for writing and listening)
The workbook is used in class for practice and should be taken home to be reviewed for chapter tests

Novels and short stories (all students should have their own copies to be used in class and at home

3. Rotating schedule

Students should be reminded that we drop one class with the rotating schedule every eight school days. They should not forget to study, especially if their French class is dropped on a Friday and they have a quiz on the following Monday. Students will be reminded on Thursday, if their class drops on Friday and they have a quiz or a test on the following Monday.

4. Teacher availability – Tutoring

Students can always come for help after class hours to work with the teacher. 

Members of the French Honor Society are available to help students every Thursday.
5. Good student habits

Students should review vocabulary for 10 minutes every day. They should prepare a vocabulary list or make flash cards over the weekend and review them during the week. Students should not wait until the night before the quiz to memorize 40 or 70 words. Student should learn the vocabulary expression with the article and know how to spell the words in French.

6. Test taking: chapter test for French 2 and 3

Students should take their workbook home to review for the test. The exercises in the workbook are identical to the questions on the test.

7. Listening skills

Vowels, consonants, double vowels, mute consonants and other sounds are introduced in class, according to the syllable system. Students should practice the pronunciation of all the vowels and consonants, every time a new word is introduced in class. With this practice they should be able to pronounce new words correctly. A good pronunciation will help students understand the language tapes better.

Students will listen to the tapes and practice the drills and after each chapter, they will take a listening quiz. If the students fail the quiz, they will have a chance to come back after school and retake the listening quiz.

8. Note taking and homework
Every student should have a composition notebook to take notes. Notebooks will be checked regularly and students will get extra points if the exercises are well done and if they have good notes. Homework should be done in the composition notebook. No loose leaf papers will be accepted. The students cannot share their homework. Quizzes, tests and exams are made up from all the notes, so it is important to have good notes.
9. Learning vocabulary
A sheet of paper containing a list of the new vocabulary in French will be given to the students. The French vocabulary will appear on the left side of the paper and in class, the students will translate into English the words on the right side of the paper. Students will be able to use the list to study the vocabulary. 
Students can also make their own list on the computer to memorize the vocabulary or use flash cards.

10. Listening in class

The class is conducted in French and students are encouraged to listen, to speak French and to ask questions in French. Students should be active and not passive. Students are encouraged to watch French news or to watch French movies to improve their comprehension. Students will work in groups of two or three to practice their listening and speaking skills. Students can prepare a short conversation and present it to the class. Students will be encouraged to use the technical laboratory to practice their speaking interaction, so they can be better prepared for the upper levels.
11. Projects

Projects will be done by the students. In preparing the project, students should not cut and paste material from the internet, but be able to synthesize the material in simple French. For the project, students will present their project in French and can use pictures to help enrich the presentation.
12. Speaking French in class

Students will be rewarded with extra points when they try to speak French outside the scope of the lesson or when they give a correct answer in French to a difficult question. Each week the students will have a chance to master the pronunciation of a particular sentence introduced in class.

13. Meeting students after classes

The teacher will meet regularly with students to keep track of their progress.

14. Conclusion

Students are encouraged to speak French, to love the language and to have fun.

