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Questions for Discussion

Act I

1. What were some of the entertainments forbidden by the Puritans in 1692 Salem?

2. List some of the reasons why Puritans failed to convert the Indians.

3. How had Puritans failed to learn from the persecution of their ancestors?

4. Why did the witch-hunts occur?

5. Why does the conflict exist between Reverend Sam Parris and his niece Abigail?

6. Why does Parris exhibit uneasiness in the beginning of act 1?

7. What actions did Abigail, Betty and the others perform prior to the play’s beginning?

8. For what reason did Parris send for Reverend Hale?

9. Who was James Bayley, and what position had he desired?

10. How had Thomas Putnam antagonized Minister Burroughs?

11. What had happened to Thomas and Ann Putnam’s family?

12. Why did Ann Putnam send Ruth to Tituba?

13. Explain the relationship between Abigail Williams and John Proctor.

14. Give several reasons why the Putnams resented the Nurses.

15. Explain the conflict between Proctor and Reverend Parris.

16. Why did Putnam oppose Proctor?

17. Describe Reverend Hale and his background.
