Research Paper Assignment for Fall 2010
History through Literature: The Historical and Dramatized Tragedy of the Salem witch trials

The simple explanation:  You are going to write a research paper.  
-  You are going to come up with an idea about some aspect of The Crucible. 
-  Then, you are going to find some other people (critics) that agree with your idea OR find some historical facts that support your idea.  
-  Then, you are going to put your idea, their ideas, and the historical facts all together in one, coherent paper. 

GOALS/OBJECTIVES:

Understand: Through research, one gains the ability to explain, support, and prove his or her subjective ideas using empirical, objective realities.

Know:
· The Crucible as a literary work

· The Salem witch trials as a historical event

· Author’s purpose in writing

· Drama as a literary form

Do: Construct a properly documented research paper that incorporates all or parts of the above “Know list” into one, solid thesis statement.

Prompt: You are researching Arthur Miller’s depiction of the Salem witch trials through The Crucible. There are several directions that one could take here. You can consider why he choose the Salem trials, the way in which he depicted them, why he choose a particular character and how he portrayed him or her, how closely he sticks to the actual historical event, etc. 
Some basic guidelines:

- 3-5 pages (It must be a FULL three pages. When it doubt, make sure it jumps to the fourth page)

- Follow MLA and proper documentation guidelines. Cite everything that is not your own idea or common knowledge.  DO NOT PLAGIARIZE 
- Three sources other than the story/text book.
- You must have a solid thesis statement that reveals, proves, demonstrates something more than just a purely objective reality. 
II. Also consider:

Look at the list of questions on the sheet “How WE Are Approaching the Novel” in order to get some ideas for a topic.
Also:  Examine the historical context of a consciously historical work of literature. Compare facts with the fictional or dramatic treatments of the facts. Ponder the differences between history and literature.  Discuss what makes a drama or tragedy compelling.  Recognize the close ties between a nation's history and culture and the literature it produces.  Consider the ways in which an historical event and a work of literature may mean different things for different generations of citizen readers.

III. Use your sources:

The play itself and your textbook 
Teachers

MLA handout 

Research materials from the library and online
Notes and assignments from class (Ask how to document these.)

The life of Arthur Miller

DUE DATES:

You are responsible for completing each of the following stages in the research paper. You must turn them in on time to receive credit. However, you MUST receive a signature whether you turn them in on time or not. 
You must have a signature for every stage of the paper in order for me to grade the final. 

Keep in mind: The final copy of the paper will be accepted late with a deduction in your grade for each day that it is late. The deduction system is on my class policy. Your final copy WILL be turned in order to receive a grade for the second quarter.

Due Date List:

Ms. Snider



       Student
November 23th
 
_______________ 

_______________ 

Topic and thesis statement

December 3rd  
_______________

 _______________ 

Outline and list of sources
December 7th 

_______________

 _______________ 

Rough draft

December 13th
_______________ 

_______________

Final draft

Please write out and sign the Honor Code with the acknowledgement that you are planning to comply with these principles throughout the assignment.
