Improving Your Writing
Do not use “to be” verbs

“To be” verbs include “is,” “are,” “was,” and “were.”


Instead of: Candy is worried that Fix may seek revenge on Beau’s killer.

Try: Candy worries that Fix may seek revenge on Beau’s killer.


Instead of: The author is confident that racism is wrong.


Try: The author confidently suggests the immorality of racism.

Eliminate all contractions

Formal writing (a.k.a. any writing that you do for me in this class, with the exception of our informal in-class journals) should not include contractions.

Instead of: Gil doesn’t want his father to seek revenge.


Try: Gil does not want his father to seek revenge.

Keep in the literary present tense

Instead of: Candy tried to protect Mathu because she saw him as her father-figure.

Try: Candy tries to protect Mathu because she sees him as her father-figure.
Do not end sentences with prepositions

Instead of: Reverend Jameson does not think that dignity is something the men should bother fighting for.

Try: Reverend Jameson does not think that the men should bother fighting for their dignity.

(For a list of common prepositions, see the other side of this page.)
Eliminate all fragments

Instead of: Although, Charlie fears taking responsibility.

Try: Charlie fears taking responsibility. OR  Although Charlie fears taking responsibility, (add independent clause here).
Do not use colloquial language


Instead of: The book deals with racism.


Try: The book concerns racism. OR The book addresses the topic of racism.

Examples of colloquial language:*

to “deal with” something 
to “get back at” someone
to “just” do something (try “simply”)

to “get rid of” something
to “be tough on” someone
to be “as tough as nails”

*This is not an extensive list; these are merely some examples!

List of Commonly Used Prepositions

aboard 

about 

above 

across 

after 

against 

along 

amid 

among 

around 

as 

at 

before 

behind 

below 

beneath 

beside 

besides 

between 

beyond 

but 

by 

concerning 

considering 

despite 

down 

during 

except 

excluding 

following 

for 

from 

in 

inside

into 
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near 

of 

off 

on 

onto 
opposite 

outside 

over 

past 

per 

plus 

regarding 

round 

save 

since 

than 

through 

to 

toward 

towards 

under 

underneath 

unlike 

until 

up 

upon 

versus 

via 

with 

within 

without

