Improving Your Writing
Part II
Write exclusively in the third person
You should not use first or second person pronouns at all.  First person pronouns include: I, we, me, us, my, mine, our, ours.  Second person pronouns include: you, your, yours.  Remain in third person in all instances, unless I specifically direct you to draw a personal connection to the literature.


Instead of: Fitzgerald wants us to recognize the lewdness and selfishness of society.

Try: Fitzgerald wants his audience to recognize the lewdness and selfishness of society.


Instead of: The author suggests that we can achieve greater racial harmony.


Try: The author suggests that society can achieve greater racial harmony.

Analyze, rather than summarize, the literature
Unless I specifically direct you to “summarize” or “place the quotation within the context of the work,” you should always offer analysis, rather than plot summary.  Words indicating analysis include:


Symbol







Personification

Metaphor






Parallelism


Irony







Tone


Historical, societal, or political context



Structure


Characterization





Point-of-view


Conflict






Foil


Theme (only if taken in-depth)




Imagery


Foreshadowing (when not explicitly suggested by the author)
Allegory
