The Literary Criticism Research Paper A.K.A. the “L.C.P.”
English 11—Ms. Snider
The simple story:  You choose an American author.  You read his/her works.  You “say something” (critique, analyze, observe, etc.) about his/her works.  You find other people (literary criticism) that agree with what you discover.  You use their ideas and your ideas together in a research paper, proving that your “something” is true after all.
GOALS/OBJECTIVES:

Understand: Through personal reflection, research, and literary criticism, one gains the ability to explain, support, and prove his or her subjective ideas/opinions about a work of literature.  

Know:

· Definition of literary criticism
· The elements of literature that specifically apply to the genre you have chosen
· Your author and his/her work
· Research and application of research skills
· MLA format
Do: Apply the concepts and methods of research and literary criticism in a well-constructed paper.  You will choose an American author whose work interests you.  You will research your topic and submit your findings in a series of steps (process) ending in a formal paper (product).
· 7-10 pages typed (excluding title page, works cited, etc)

· 10 documented sources – you must have print and internet sources; you may not use Wikipedia, Spark notes, or Cliff notes!
· MLA Documentation Style


Each of the steps in the process will be graded separately:

Assignment






Due Date

Author Info



     


January 31
What I Know/Need to Know




February 3 

Primary Source Analysis

     .


February 7th & 8th (P-8)
Facts of Life



     


February 15
Literary Criticism


     


February 15
Intro. Paragraph w/ thesis

     


February 25
Outline



March 9
Editing
 (2nd draft – whole paper)
     


March 18
Final Draft



   


March 30

The final product is due to me and turnitin.com no later than 3:00 pm on Tuesday, March 30, 2011.  Any papers received after the due date will be marked down one letter grade for each day late.  No papers will be accepted after April 13, 2011.  Note: If you do not turn in all preliminary process steps, your 3rd quarter grade will be significantly reduced.  If you do not turn in a final draft by April 13th, you will receive a failing grade for the 4th quarter.  If I do not get a copy of your final paper by June 3rd, you will receive an incomplete for your final grade and you will not be able to move on to senior year until you complete this requirement!!! You will attend summer school.
Guidelines and thoughts about the L.C.P.:

Choose an author/topic which:  See my list of suggestions and guidelines online.
· will be of lasting interest to you         

· can be presented objectively

· has a wide range of source material available


Some aspects/topics  to consider… as they relate to your author:
Influence of British Literature on American Literature
 Women’s Issues in American Literature

Contributions of women writers



Influence of history on American Literature

Journal as Literature




Emergence of mystery/horror/sci-fi

Social issues reflected in American Literature

Themes reflected in one author’s work

Use of symbolism or other literary devices


Ethnic diversity in American Literature

Author groups/movements/influences


Poetry/Drama

Topic and Source Information:

Author: 

Choose an American author (Native American to Present).  Within the framework of “your scope of interest, plan a question about a specific issue or problem you want to investigate” with regard to the author.  (Consider: author’s purpose, influences of the author, how the author changed/influenced American literature, what was the effect of this author of the literary heritage of America, how/why did this author write at all, what is debatable/questionable about this author’s work, etc.)
Research on the author/topic:
The research process is outlined in Rules for Writers by Diane Hacker, which is a required text for this class.  Handouts will be distributed during class, and you must follow all directions given to you.  Extra handouts will be available on my website most of the time. 

Your research must include a reading of one or more complete works of an author i.e., one novel, two to three short stories, four to six poems, etc.  The number of works used depends on the length of the work chosen.  If we have read an excerpt in class you may choose to read the full length version for your research.

In addition, you must discuss the author in relation to the literary period in which he/she wrote.  Therefore you will need to consult general works which discuss the author and the period. Sparknotes, Cliff Notes, and Wikipedia are not acceptable sources for this paper and you will lose a lot of points if you consult and cite these sources in your paper!

Finally, you must read critical essays bearing on the author and his/her work.

Sources:

Primary: novel, poems, short stories, or autobiographies

Secondary: criticisms, other authors and their opinions

Source Suggestions:

Modern Critical Views, ed. Harold Bloom (Chelsea House).  Most major authors are covered.

Twentieth Century Interpretations, ed. Ernest Lockridge (Prentice Hall).

Literary journals, i.e., Sewanee Review, PMLA (Publications of the Modern Language Association, Southern Review, etc.

Books on specific periods and authors, i.e., American Renaissance: Art and Expression in the Age of Emerson and Whitman, F.O. Matthiessen (Oxford University Press, 1941).

Magazines: The New York Review of Books
       The New York Times Book Review
These are suggestions to initiate the search.  Most books on literary figures include a bibliography for further reference.

Literary Criticism Paper Due Dates Signature Sheet:  
PLEASE DO NOT MISPLACE THIS!!

Ms. Snider CP English 11

Spring Semester 2011
Ms. Snider’s
      My initials






Grade that is taken:
    initials

_____________    _____________    January 31st  – Author due 



 (2 HW)
_____________    _____________    January  Feb. 3rd  —“What I Know/What I Want to Know”
 





worksheet WITH a more specific topic                      (2 HW)     
_____________   _____________     February 7th and 8th (P-8)  – “Primary Source Analysis” 
WITH rough thesis statement                      
    
 (2 QZ)

_____________    _____________    February  15th  — “Literary Criticism” and “Facts of Life” research 











(2 QZ)

_____________    _____________    February  25th  — Typed FINAL Thesis Statement due with 

Introductory paragraph 


 
 (1 QZ)

_____________    _____________    March 9th  –  Outline in MLA format                   
 (1 QZ )
_____________    _____________    March 18th  – Rough draft in MLA format 

WITH in-text citations & Works Cited page   You need to have it submitted to www.turnitin.com by the beginning of class. 







  (2 QZ)

March 30th – Final paper due with Works Cited Page and Due Date Check List.  Bring in the checklist AND submit the paper/works cited to turnitin.com by the beginning of class.  (If you are absent on this day, your paper must still be turned in on the same date by the beginning of your scheduled class.  No excuses; no exceptions!)  Your final paper will most likely be worth two test grades.  The final paper grade will go on the fourth quarter.
* These dates are subject to change at the teacher’s discretion.  Please pay attention in class and to my website for due date changes and/or other information.
Primary Source Analysis

American Literature Research Paper

English 11 
Directions: Decide which category applies to your primary source(s).  On a separate piece of paper, use the questions below to complete a thorough analysis of each primary source you intend to use for your research paper.  The only sources you may use for this assignment are your brain and the primary source – all of the ideas presented in this analysis must be your original ideas, not rephrased ideas from spark notes, cliff notes, etc. This primary source analysis is due to me and turnitin.com on Monday February 7 or Tuesday, February 8 (P-8), 2011, for a 50 point grade. 
Short Story Analysis:
1. Identify the title and author of the short story.

2. Write one paragraph describing the setting of the story.

3. List the characters in the story.

4. Identify examples of the six elements of plot present in the story.

5. List the conflicts present in the story.  Circle the main conflict and then write one paragraph explaining how the main conflict was resolved.

6. Identify and explain in a paragraph the point of view of the story.

7. Write one paragraph describing the tone of the story.

8. Write two – three paragraphs explaining any symbolism present in the story

9. Write one – two paragraphs explaining the theme(s) of the story.

10. List five significant quotations from the story.

Poetry Analysis:
1. Indentify the title and author of the poem.

2. Write one – two paragraphs summarizing the poem.

3. List and explain significance of all images present in the poem.

4. List and explain significance of any similes, metaphors or personification present in the poem.

5. Identify the rhythm, meter, and rhyme scheme of the poem.

6. Identify any consonance, assonance, or alliteration and explain the impact that the use of these sound devices has on the reader’s response to the poem.

7. List and explain the use of symbols in the poem.

8. Write one – two paragraphs explaining the theme(s) of the poem.

9. Write two – three paragraphs describing and explaining the form of the poem (see Poetry Terminology handout for the definition of form).

10. List three significant lines from the poem.

Novel / Autobiography Analysis:

1. Identify the title and author of the literary work.

2. Write one – two paragraphs describing the setting(s) of the novel and the setting’s impact on the plot development.

3. List the characters in the novel and identify the protagonist and antagonist in the novel.

4. Write two – three paragraphs summarizing and explaining the plot development of the novel (take into consideration the six elements of plot).  

5. List any subplots in the novel and explain how they serve to make smooth transitions in the plot line and help to move the story forward.

6. List and explain the significance of all conflicts present in the novel. Circle the main conflict and write one-two paragraphs explaining how this conflict was resolved.

7. Write one paragraph explaining the point of view of the novel.

8. Write one paragraph describing and explaining the tone of the novel.

9. Write three – four paragraphs explaining the symbolism and themes present in the novel.

10. List seven – ten significant quotations from the novel.

REQUIREMENTS FOR FINAL DRAFT OF RESEARCH PAPER

ALL PAPERS MUST BE IN BY March 30th & SHOULD INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING:
1.  Proper First Page

2.  Introduction, Body, Conclusion

3.  Works Cited 

First Page
Your first page must be formatted as below: (See attached Sample)

Introduction/Body/Conclusion
This paper should be TYPED and double-spaced. You must use 12 pt. Times New Roman Font.  DO NOT USE TITLES AND SUBTITLES – Page 1 of the paper should begin at the top, not in the middle of the page. Do not quadruple space between paragraphs.

-> Pagination - Begin with page 1 in the upper right hand corner ½ inch down from the top of the page.  Begin with your last name and page number on every page except the title page.  

-> Margins  - All typewritten papers should have 1" margins on all sides except the title page.  The first line of each paragraph should be indented five typed spaces from the left margin. Long quotes (4 or more lines ) indented 10 typed spaces and the long quotes should be double-spaced.  See Rules for Writers, for long quote format.  Quotation marks are not needed.

*Begin all writing on the first full line of every page 

-> Citations  - Use MLA in-text (author/page) parenthetical citation.  NO FOOTNOTES.  Do not listen to friends or relatives concerning documentation style...If in doubt, use Rules For Writers!  You should have 2-3 citations per page.  Cite sources whenever you summarize, paraphrase, or quote as close to the citation as possible.

* When in doubt cite your source.  It is better to over document than not document at all (if you do not document your sources, you will fail the paper!).

Works Cited
This is your bibliography, but should be titled Works Cited. Do not list any work on this page that has not been cited in the paper! Since the main emphasis of your paper is the primary source(s), do not forget to list your primary source(s) on the works cited page. Sources are listed alphabetically using reverse indentation.  See sample paper in Rules for Writers.

***Reminder: You will lose a letter grade for every day the paper is late if it is not turned in by 3:00 pm March 30th to turnitin.com!!! If you are absent for any reason, you must submit the paper to me by the deadline or it will be counted late (I do not accept papers via e-mail)!!! Also remember that April 13 is the last possible day to turn in the paper for any credit at all, otherwise you will automatically fail the fourth quarter!!! 
Editing Checklist

Type/Format 

· Size 12 Font

· Double spaced

· New Times Roman Font

· Standard Margins

· Proper Pagination

Title Page (If teacher required)

Header (If teacher required)

· Typed




Typed

· Title reflects paper topic

             Title reflects paper topic



· Title Centered



Titled Centered

· Name




 Name

· Proper Class Information

 Proper Class Information

Grammar/Mechanics/Content

· Sentence variation

· Word Choice (Check dictionary and thesaurus)

· Avoid “to be” verbs (is, are, was, were)\

· Avoid “really” 

· Avoid  “there” at beginning of sentence

· Verb Tense (Analysis papers are written in present tense)

· Active Voice rather than Passive Voice

· Subject-verb agreement

· Pronoun-antecedent agreement

· Punctuation

· Capitalization

· Spelling

· No contractions/abbreviations

· No “get” or “got”

· No slang

· Use of third person references only (no I, we, our, you) 

· Logical Order of thoughts following outline 

· Introduction paragraph with thesis statement at end of paragraph

· Body paragraphs start with transition sentence

· Paragraphs have at least five sentences

· Body paragraphs end with concluding sentence not a citation

· Conclusion paragraph has thesis rephrased 

· Conclusion paragraph has a strong ending statement

In-Text MLA Documentation

· Proper Format/Punctuation of In-text Citations (Source information)

· Appropriate Placement/Punctuation of Citations

· Usage (quotes and paraphrasing documented to avoid plagiarism)

· Citations used in text are listed on Works Cited page

Works Cited Page

· Title Centered

· Proper MLA Documentation (source details, punctuation, capitalization)

· All citations are listed (print, electronic, interview sources)

· Alphabetization

· Reverse Indentation

Research Evaluation

Name: ________________________________________________

Class Section: ________________________________________

First Page:

(Header, Title, Heading [last name/page #) __________________________ (15 points)

MLA Documentation

(In-text citations / Proper Format / Appropriate placement / 

Usage, turnitin.com) ___________________________________________________(25 points)

Grammar / Mechanics / Editing

(Structure / Usage / Punctuation / Capitalization /

Tense / Agreement / Spelling) __________________________________________(35 points)

Works Cited

(Titled / Alphabetical Order / Reverse indentation / 

Punctuation) ____________________________________________________________(25 Points)

Content / Organization / Overall Effect

(Use of sources / Clarity of ideas / Word choice / 

logical order / development and strength of argument) _________________(100 points)

Total ________________________________________________(200 points)

Final Grade: 

