The Literary Criticism Paper 2011—Guidelines for Choosing an Author
Guidelines for choosing an author:
1. There must be enough criticism written about your author and his/her works.  In  other words, they cannot be too modern or too unknown.

2. Your author must be AMERICAN.  If they were born in another country but moved to America and became a citizen, you may be able to use them.

3. Your author’s works must not contain content that is overly offensive or goes directly and clearly against the teachings of the Church.

4. Your author’s works must be at an appropriate age level of reading.  You cannot write on children’s authors, unless you have a unique idea and you see me and discuss it with me first.

5. You may choose a work that you have read or that we have read in class.  However, don’t assume that if you do this, your paper will be that much easier.

Important:

Your research must include a reading of one or more complete works of an author i.e., one novel, two to three short stories, four to six poems, etc.  The number of works used depends on the length of the work chosen.  If we have read an excerpt in class you may choose to read the full length version for your research.

In addition, you must discuss the author in relation to the literary period in which he/she wrote.  Therefore you will need to consult general works which discuss the author and the period. Sparknotes, Cliff Notes, and Wikipedia are not acceptable sources for this paper and you will lose a lot of points if you consult and cite these sources in your paper!

Suggestions of Authors:

Here are some LINKS that will take you to lists of famous American authors.   You can copy and paste the link into the URL address box OR you can hold down the control button and click the link.
http://www.readliterature.com/american.htm
http://www.csustan.edu/english/reuben/pal/alpha.html
Short stories:

http://www.americanliterature.com/SS/SSINDX.HTML
