Research Paper Outline

English 11 
Directions: Type and double space your outline as a word document, using 12 pt. Times New Roman font.  The outline will be submitted to me and turnitin.com on Tuesday, March 9, 2011. Below you will find the information you should include in your outline.
I. Introductory Paragraph

a. General statement about time period in which author lived and wrote.
b. Identify author and literary works or type of writing you will be analyzing in the paper.

c. Three point thesis statement

II. Biographical Information (no more than 4-5 paragraphs): this section should include incidents closely related to the author as a writer, not necessarily every detail of the author’s life.
a. Early life

i. Family situation
ii. Education

b. Young Adult

c. Mid-life

d. Later years

III. Thesis Point #1: this section of your paper should include 3-4 quotations from your primary source(s) in support of this thesis point

a. Brief summary of literary work(s) that illustrate this thesis point.

b. Analysis of technique (each of these paragraphs should follow the same format)

i. Topic sentence

ii. Place quotation in context

iii. Primary source quotation with correct MLA in-text citation
iv. Explanation of quotation and its significance to the thesis (should be at least 2-3 sentences; longer for a lengthier quotation).

c. Critical response: you do not have to have a critic’s quote to match up with each primary source quotation, but you should have at least 2-3 critic’s quotes for each thesis point
i. Topic sentence

ii. Place quotation in context

iii. Critic’s quotation with correct MLA in-text citation

iv. Explanation of quotation and significance of critic’s analysis

IV. Thesis Point #2 (everything follows the same format as thesis point one)

a. Brief summary of literary work(s) that illustrate this thesis point

b. Analysis of technique

c. Critical response

V. Thesis Point #3 (everything follows the same format as thesis points one and two)

a. Brief summary of literary work(s) that illustrate this thesis point

b. Analysis of technique

c. Critical response

VI. Conclusion

a. Restatement of thesis

b. Summary of important points made in analysis

c. Impact statement: by the end of the paper, you should be able to answer the following questions - Why is this author significant to the American literary tradition?  Why should people continue reading this author’s work?

