Sample Introductory Paragraph

English 11 

     The “Roaring Twenties” was a decade of unchecked prosperity, which brought about numerous social and political changes in the United States.  Extravagant lifestyles and devil may care attitudes pervaded many American cities during this era.  F. Scott Fitzgerald captures the essence of this wild and decadent time period in his novel The Great Gatsby.  In this novel Fitzgerald uses Nick Carraway’s observations, Jay Gatsby’s parties, and Tom and Daisy Buchanans’ adulterous affairs to illustrate the impact of the crass and reckless lifestyle of the rich and famous on the American social structure during the Jazz Age.

Reminders:

· Your paragraph should begin with a general statement and finish with a thesis statement (general to specific).

· Your thesis statement should have three main points.  It should also be the answer to your research question.

· It must be typed and double-spaced (12pt. Times New Roman).

· There should not be any quotes, analysis, or biographical information about the author in this paragraph.  There is plenty of room for that later in the paper.

· You may not use any first person pronouns.

· Due to me and turnitin.com on Thursday, 2/12/09!!!

