MS. SNIDER’S CLASS POLICIES



2010-2011 Academic Year
CP English 11
RM 223

dsnider@paulvi.net
Welcome to English 11 American Literature! This year we will explore American literature, from some of our country’s finest authors and we will adventure with their characters on journeys through history. I am sure that it will prove to be exciting and challenging in all aspects, so be prepared to work hard. 
Required Texts:

The Language of Literature: American Literature (McDougal Littell)

Grammar and Composition Handbook (Glencoe)
Rules for Writers Handbook (Diana Hacker)
Vocabulary Workshop Level G (Sadlier-Oxford)

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Mark Twain)
The Sun Also Rises (Ernest Hemingway)
The Great Gatsby (F. Scott Fitzgerald)

Their Eyes Were Watching God (Zora Neale Hurston)

Vocabulary Assignments

Vocabulary units will be due every “P” day (so bring your book to class) and vocabulary quizzes will be given every “E” day unless otherwise stated by the teacher. STUDENTS MAY NOT GIVE TO OR RECEIVE FROM ANY STUDENTS OR OTHER SOURCE, AT ANY TIME, THE ANSWERS TO THE VOCABULARY UNITS OR QUIZZES.

Expectations/Rules
· Be on time and in proper uniform.

· Be in your seat and silently writing the journal when the bell rings.

· Be prepared and ready to participate (ie. bring binder with paper for note taking, text or novel, and writing utensil to class and have assigned reading and homework completed.)
· Do NOT use foul language.

· Respect yourself, your teacher, your classmates, your classroom and God.

· Work quietly and if there is a question or an answer that you would like to give – raise your hand and wait to be called on.

· Abide by the academic honor code found on pg. 3 of the school handbook. Students will write out the entire pledge and sign it on every test, quiz, essay and project they submit for a grade. It is easier to learn in this class than it is to cheat in this class.
· Bathroom and hall passes are limited and will be given at the discretion of the teacher.

· You will not be allowed to go to your locker to get your homework - BE PREPARED.

Grading Point System

45% of entire grade   Tests/ Essays/ Large projects
30% of entire grade   Quizzes and Informal Essays/Writing Assignments 

15% of entire grade   Homework and In Class Assignments (including Vocabulary)

10% of the entire grade   Class participation 
The Literary Criticism Research paper will be graded 4th quarter and added as its own category at that time.

Extra credit will be given at the teacher’s discretion – please DO NOT ask for extra credit.

Homework/Classwork/Quizzes and Tests
All homework and assigned reading should be completed by the BEGINNING of class the day it is due. Work turned in at the end of class is considered late and will be graded as such. I will look at or pick up homework at the beginning of class each day.
Homework turned in after the due date will NOT be accepted, except on a case by case basis determined by the teacher. Formal essays and projects will be accepted late but will decrease by one letter grade for each day late. However, after four days the assignment will automatically receive a grade of no more than 60%. 

All assigned reading is subject to a pop quiz at the discretion of the teacher. Be sure to read the assigned reading.

If students arrive late or leave school early, they are expected to turn in the assignments due for that day on time even if class is missed. They will also be expected to turn in the assignment due for the next day on time. 

If a student misses school, it is his or her responsibility to ask fellow students for the notes missed, check the website for assignments and ask Ms. Snider about any additional information needed. Late work and make up quizzes or tests must be completed in a timely manner, for each day absent, the student has one day to make up the work missed.
Binder/Notebooks

Students are responsible for organizing all work, notes and handouts in a binder or notebook that will be brought to class each day.

Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty

The student’s assignments must reflect his or her own thoughts and words. When a student summarizes, paraphrases or quotes the works or thoughts of another person or source, citations must be used to give proper credit to the original source.  Failure to do so constitutes plagiarism, a very serious academic violation that will result in a ZERO on the assignment as well as appropriate disciplinary action as stated in the student handbook. 

Ms. Snider’s Teacher Website

To access my website, go to www.paulvi.net , click on academics, click on departments, click on English, and then click on Ms. Snider. You can also access it directly at http://teacherweb.com/VA/PaulVIHighSchool/MsSnider/h0.stm. I post homework assignments and announcements on a regular basis. The use of this website will be imperative to your success in this class this year.

Contact
Parents and students may email Ms. Snider at dsnider@paulvi.net or call her at (703) 352-0925, extension 409. Email will be a more efficient way of communicating.

I have read, understand and agree to follow Ms. Snider’s class policy.

Student Signature ______________________________________ Date _______________

Parent Signature _______________________________________ Date _______________
