APOLOGETICS 
FINAL PAPER TOPICS 2010-2011
These are your Final Paper Topics.  They are intended to get you started in the right direction.  There is much more to each topic then what has been provided for you to start. Please begin by first looking up your topics and related themes in the Catechism of the Catholic Church; there you will find bible quotes, church documents and much more relevant information.

1. Purgatory

Purgatory is another Catholic invention.  Heaven and Hell are the only two destinations for the human soul.  Purgatory is not in the Bible.  Use: Rev 21:27, 1 Peter 4:6, 1 Corinthians 3:14-15, Mt 12:32,  2 Maccabees 12:46.

2. Faith and Works

Are works necessary for salvation?  Define: Justification, salvation, redemption, works, and merit.  Is Jesus Christ your personal Lord and Savior? Is faith in Jesus enough o be saved or can you earn your own salvation through your good works and the manifestation of faith through action.  If you need works to get into heaven, doesn’t that mean Jesus’ sacrifice wasn’t enough?  What is the Catholic position over and against the Lutheran position?  Use: James 2:24-26, The Catholic and Lutheran Joint Declaration on Justification
3. Topic: Scripture and Tradition

Traditions are a Catholic invention.  All Catholics have the authority to interpret scripture.  For the true Christian the Bible alone is the pillar of truth. Use: 1 Cor 11:2, John 14:26, 1 Tim 3:15

4. Topic: Divorce, Annulment and Remarriage

Can you still receive the sacraments if you are divorced, or remarried?  Isn’t an annulment just a ‘Catholic divorce? Why should I have to pay a fee for an annulment?  What about if my spouse is abusive? Why get married in the Catholic Church?  Why can’t I just get married on a beach?

Use: Mark 10:9, 1 Cor. 7:15, The Code of Canon Law, The Catechism of the Catholic Church
5. Apostolic Succession/Peter as Pope and Head of the Church

The Catholic claim that Peter was the lead apostle is another false teaching.  Peter was no greater than any of the other apostles; Christ is the only head of the Church.  The Christian Church is not a visible organization, but is made up of all true believers. The Catholic idea of apostolic succession is false Use: Luke 22:31-32, Mt 16:18-19, Mt 5:14, Is 22:21-22, Acts 1:20
6. Topic:  Unity and Salvific Universality of the Catholic Church 

The Catholic Church claims to be the one, true Church of Christ and that Salvation does not exist outside of it.  What about scandals, evil popes, etc. Use: Matthew 16:18 and Dominus Iesus
7. Topic:  Salvation Can Be Lost
The Bible says in Romans 10:9 that if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. So, when I accepted Jesus Christ as my personal Lord and Savior, I was saved. It’s a done deal.  If you can lose your salvation by sin, doesn’t that imply that you are earning your salvation? Ephesians 2:8–9, says, "for by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God—not because of works, lest any man should boast.” Use: 1 Cor. 9:27, Rom. 13:11; cf. 1 Cor. 3:15; 5:5, John 10:28, Romans 8:39, Mt 6:14-15

8.Topic:  Keep Holy The Sabbath 
In this day and age, what's the right way to observe the third commandment, "Keep holy the Sabbath day"?  What are the Sabbath obligations?  Why is the Sabbath on Sunday rather than Saturday?
9.Topic:  The Role of Women in the Church

The Catholic Church hates women.  One good example of this is that the Church does not ordain women. Does the Catholic Church Hate Women? Use: Letter to Women by Pope John Paul II, The Privilege of Being a Woman by Alice von Hildebrand (Veritas Press) Dignitate Mulieribus  
10. Topic: Pius XII and the Jews

Pius XII was Hitler’s Pope. Must include a discussion of the broader question of the holiness of the Holy Father and its impact on the Church, the role of the pope in the world and the expectation of the moral witness that the pope provides. Use: Texts in library, Catholic.com articles, Fairfax city library also has some good books on this topic. 
 11. Topic: Homosexuality

 "Love" means letting everybody do whatever they please, whatever makes them happy. If homosexuals are happy, then shouldn’t they be able to express that love thorough sexual acts?  If homosexual acts between two consenting adults don't appear to be hurting anyone else, then why aren't such acts deemed morally acceptable by Christians?  If "sex outside of marriage" is the difficulty, then why doesn't the Church simply endorse the legitimacy of marriage between homosexuals? 

12. Topic: Confession to a Priest

When it comes to confession of sin, believers are told in 1 John 1:9 to confess their sins to God. God is faithful and just to forgive our sins as we confess them to Him.  Jesus Christ is our great High Priest (Hebrews 4:14-15; 10:21), and the only mediator between us and God (1 Timothy 2:5).Use: James 5:16, John 20:23, Matthew 16:19 and 18:18, (1 John 1:9), 1 Timothy 2:5
13. Topic:  The Existence of Hell

God is love. Everyone goes to heaven. Why would a good God create Hell? Even if one grants that there are intelligible reasons for Hell's existence, why wouldn't an all-good, all-merciful, all-loving God simply annihilate the existence of all damned souls rather than allow them to suffer torment for all of eternity?  Ultimately, doesn't the existence of Hell impose a limit on God's goodness, mercy, and love, thereby suggesting that he is either not as "powerful" or not as "good" as Christians ordinarily suppose?

14. Topic: The Celibate Priesthood
People are called to be fruitful and multiply, not be celibate. Celibacy became the official requirement of the Roman Catholic Church due to the practice of nepotism. Church leaders were giving their children positions in the church, despite a lack of any qualifications or training.. As a result, the Roman Catholic Church mandated celibacy in order to keep its priests from having familial attachments which made nepotism attractive.
15. Topic: Evolution vs. Creationism 
What is the Catholic Church teaching on this topic?  Can Catholics believe in evolution?  Can a Catholic believe in both evolution and creationism?   Did God really create in 7 days? I heard that all of this creation ‘stuff’ was made up because people didn’t have enough scientific evidence.  What about Adam and Eve, does a Catholic have to believe that they really existed?
16. Just War Doctrine

The Bible clearly states: Thou shall not kill.  Isn’t all killing wrong?  A just war theory exists, but could there ever be a just war in reality?  ’Wouldn’t a “just war” imply that God favors one side over the other? I thought God was the father of all?  Doesn’t he love all of his creation equally?

17. Topic:  Interpretation of Scripture

All Christians have the authority to interpret Scripture. Catholics are not allowed to read the Bible.  In fact, the Bible was kept in chains by the Catholic Church.  What does Dei Verbum say about the interpretation of Scripture?  Is it a history book, science book or both?  Do we have to believe it literally? Use: Catechism of the Catholic Church 111;  Dei Verbum 
18. Topic: Jehovah’s Witnesses and the Trinity

There is plurality in the Godhead, Jesus is the first created thing, Jesus is not divine. If Jesus were God Almighty, there would be no one superior to him, yet Jesus said that even he has a "God," and that his god is the same god that Mary worshipped, as he was speaking to her.(John 20:17) 

19. Topic: “Offer It Up” - Is There Any Value in Suffering

Why do some people say that there is value in suffering?  What possible value could there be in suffering?  Does Jesus really want us to suffer?  Is it wrong to alleviate suffering?  Use: Salvifici Dolores
20. Topic: Christian Scientists
Man is incapable of sin, sickness, and death (SH, 475:28). The real man cannot depart from holiness (SH, 475:29)  Sin, sickness, and death are to be classified as effects of error. Christ came to destroy the belief of sin (SH, 473 :4-6). Evil is unreal (SH, 339:9-10).

21. Topic: The Relativism of Universal Unitarianism  

Individuals should be allowed to pursue religious truth according to their own conscience. Truth is in the eye of the beholder. Relativism insists that morality, cultures, and beliefs are all of equal value, meaning, and worth.  What is true for one person might not be true for another, and each person can decide for himself what is true, good, and right. Popular expressions of relativism include comments such as, "This is true for me–and so I believe it" and "What's right for you might not be right for me."  Moral relativism alone guarantees freedom, while moral absolutism threatens freedom.  Make sure to consider about social conditioning, situationalism, tolerance, psychological reasons, and cultural influences.  You might have a
22. Topic: Contraception vs.  Natural Family Planning

My conscience tells me that it’s not wrong for me to use contraception, and I must follow my conscience.”  “I don’t see any difference between contraception and NFP.”  “I have a medical reason to use contraception.” ”Contraception is not hurting anyone.”  Consider: The Catholic Church’s teachings on family planning are logical, consistent and wonderfully liberating when properly understood, yet they are rejected by the overwhelming majority of Catholics.
23. Sin
I was told that the Church no longer believes in Adam and Eve or the Fall, and that the Genesis Creation account is just a myth or legend. Is that true?  What is the difference between the Protestant and Catholic understanding of Original Sin?  Isn’t original sin just something that the Church teaches to make Catholics feel guilty? I was reading that original sin is the deprivation of sanctifying grace, not just the lack of sanctifying grace. What is the difference?  Why would God preserve free will at all costs, even to the point that we sin, when he knows that sin hurts us? You can never really commit a mortal sin because God would never allow anyone to go to Hell.  Is it true that all sin is equal; there are no divisions in sin?  If you steal a pencil or commit a murder it is all the same because all sin is an offense against God.  There is no scriptural evidence for mortal and venial sin; the Catholic Church made these divisions up.  Use:  1 John 5:16-17,  Use: Humani Generis

24. Reform or Revolt

Wasn’t Luther just a faithful Catholic monk who saw problems in the Church he loved and longed to make changes for the better? Since the Reformation the Catholic church has adopted many of the 99 theses as its own.  So shouldn’t Luther’s actions be considered more of a reform and a revolt?  Where did Luther go wrong?

25. In Defense of Christian Martyrdom

 Are not those people who choose death as opposed to life, (either accomplished by their own hand or by inciting someone else to kill them), generally labeled "suicidal?"  Why would "Christian martyrs" who willingly forfeit their lives rather than deny Christ not properly be judged to be "suicidal?" Psychologically and spiritually speaking, what are the crucial differences between "Christian martyrs" and those who deliberately opt to commit "suicide" in the usual sense of the term? If "Christian martyrs" willingly forfeit their own lives in order to gain the eternal reward of heaven, aren't they just being selfish?  Don't "Christian martyrs" demonstrate a tremendous lack of love for their own family and friends, and ultimately for God, by allowing themselves to be killed?  Ultimately, isn't "martyrdom" simply incompatible with the Christian belief that "all human life is sacred," including one's own?

You must have your teacher’s permission to choose these topics…

*26. Prayer to Mary and the Saints.  
I am the Lord your God, you shall have no other gods before me. 

Those in heaven can’t hear prayers.  Praying for the dead is in violation of Dt. 18:10-11. Those in heaven can’t hear our prayers. Review: Rev 5:8, Mt 22:31-31, 2 Timothy 1:16-18, Mk 12:26-27, 

*27.  The Assumption of Mary

How could Mary have been taken directly into heaven?  What Biblical proof is there that Mary’s body is in heaven? Use: 2 Kings 2:11, Rev 12:1-2

*28. Mary’s Perpetual Virginity. 
Mary did not remain a virgin, Jesus had brothers and sisters.Mt 1:25 indicates that Joseph and Mary had marital relations after Jesus’ birth.  The Bible says that Jesus had brothers. Use: Lk 1:28, Gen 14:14, 2 Sam 6:23, Lk 1:34, Mt 27:56, Mt 28:20 John 19:25-26, Col 1:15, 

*29. The Immaculate Conception

Mary was not born sinless for the Bible says “all have sinned” Gen 3:15. Use: Lk 1:28, Gn 3:15

*30. Topic: The Real Presence

Objections:  The Eucharist is important, but only as a symbol of Christ.  "As for the Eucharist, no one believed that the bread and wine changed into the real body and blood of Christ until Paschasius Radbertus, a Benedictine monk in the early 9th century!"  Use: Mark 14, 22-24; Luke 22, 19-20; 1 Cor. 10, 4-21, Jn 6, Saints Ignatius of Antioch, Justin Martyr, and Irenaeus
*31. Statues, Sacramentals and Relics: 

Idolatry is the worship of objects and images as if they have power: 

Catholics worship idols and make graven images.  Catholics worship Mary.  Relics are an evil pagan practice that Catholics have adopted.  Relics are just another Catholic superstition.  Sacramentals like the scapular or medals are worn like amulets to ward off evil or secure entrance into heaven. Use: Numbers 21:8, 1 Kings 7:29, 2 Kings 13:21, Exodus 25:18-19, Lk 1:47-48, Acts 19:11-12, Acts 5:15, Mt 9:20-22, 

