Mere Christianity Online Discussions

Objective:

Class discussion is an important and significant part of this course. In an effort to incorporate technology, and with the hope of preparing you for the increased use of online resources in college, this course will require you to participate in an online discussion of C.S. Lewis’ “Mere Christianity.” The online discussions will count for 20% of the overall grade each quarter. In order to properly participate, you will need to keep up, complete required readings, and be active learners with a willingness to discuss what you have read in online posts.
A post is considered a substantive contribution to the discussion (simply saying that “you agree,” or that “you disagree,” with Lewis is not a substantive contribution.) Your post should demonstrate an understanding of the philosophical and ethical positions and principles involved.  The purpose of the post is not to regurgitate the information that you read, but is to use the information to form a meaningful online discussion.  The opinions that you express must be supported by information in the reading. 

Avoid postings that are limited to “I agree” or “great idea,” etc. If you agree, (or disagree), with a posting then say why you agree by supporting your statement with concepts from the reading or by bringing in a related example or experience.

Build on the response of others to create a conversation thread. This conversation can be continued by replying to posts submitted by other students.
Do not be afraid to bring in prior knowledge (prior coursework, readings etc).

Rubric for evaluating Online Discussions (from George Mason University)

1) The discussants will demonstrate an observable understanding of the articles being discussed. The understanding will be at the critical thinking and synthesis level.
2) The discussants will demonstrate an ability to engage the class in a discussion that is relevant to the topics of the articles and related concepts. This can be done in a variety of ways including but not limited to: posing engaging questions, offering a fresh example or analogy, and eliciting responses.
3) The discussants will demonstrate the ability to effectively organize the discussion. This includes keeping the discussion focused on the topic and providing structure to their debate of the topic (i.e., beginning arguments, closing arguments, and wrap up synthesis.)

4) The discussants will demonstrate the ability to respond to questions effectively.
5) The discussants will demonstrate the ability to relate the concepts discussed in the readings to apologetics.

Grading: 
Your grade will based on: 

1) how well you demonstrate that you did all the reading and understand it; 

2) how well you apply the principles contained in the reading; and 

3) the sophistication and clarity of your statements.

Apologetics Post Requirements:
1) Only 1 online post is required per topic

2) Posts should be at a minimum of 6 sentences in length and must be submitted by 11:59pm on the due date.
3)  Replies to the posts of other students will serve to boost your grade.
4) Your posts and replies must be: constructive, well thought-out and grammatically correct.
POSTS
      #
Due      
Assignment in "Mere Christianity" by C.S. Lewis
1. 9/6
- This is a Test!!!

2. 9/8     
- Preface & Foreword
3. 9/15   
- Book 1:1 

The Law of Human Nature           
4. 9/22   
- Book 1:2 
     
Some Objections    
5. 9/29   
- Book 1:3             

The Reality of the Law
6. 10/6   
- Book 1:4
     
What Lies Behind the Law  
7. 10/13  
- Book 1:5    

We Have Cause to Be Uneasy
8. 10/20   
- Book 2:1      

The Rival Conceptions of God 
9. 10/27   
- Book 2:2
    
The Invasion     
10. 11/10   
- Book 2:3 & 2/4  

The Shocking Alternative & The Perfect Penitent     
   

11. 11/17 
- Book 2:5
    
The Practical Conclusion  
 

12. 12/1
- Book 3:1 & 3:2
   
The Three Parts of Morality & The ‘Cardinal Virtues’     
13. 12/8
- Book 3:3

Social Morality
14. 1/5
- Book 3:4

Morality and Psychoanalysis
15. 1/19
- Book 3:5 & 3:6

Sexual Morality & Christian Marriage
16. 1/26
- Book 3:7

Forgiveness
17. 2/2
- Book 3:8     

The Great Sin
18. 2/9
- Book 3:9

Charity
  
19. 2/16
- Book 3:10

Hope
20. 2/23
- Book 3:11 & 3/12
Faith & Faith
21. 3/1
- Book 4:1 & 4/2

Making and Begetting & The Three-Personal God
22. 3/8
- Book 4:3 

Time and Beyond Time
23. 3/29
- Book 4:4

Good Infection
24. 4/4
- Book 4:5

The Obstinate Toy Soldiers


25. 4/19
- Book 4:6

Two Notes
26. 4/26
- Book 4:7 & 4/8

Let’s Pretend & Is Christianity Hard or Easy?


27. 5/3
- Book 4:9

Counting the Cost
28. 5/10
- Book 4:10

Nice People or New Men
29. 5/17
- Book 4:11

The New Men
Some Suggestions for how to get an "A"
· Contribute new and original comments.
· It is fine to disagree with Lewis or a student, provided you can make a better argument.
· Always remember to make positive arguments, not just tear down another person’s opinion.
· Do not be afraid to critique the comments of others. Be critical, but constructive!
· Point out flaws in Lewis', or in another student’s, logic - always be on guard for logical fallacies.
· ALWAYS, ALWAYS... further the conversation … further the conversation.
· Draw in points from the other readings that we have been doing or from class discussions.
· Use fresh and new examples to illustrate your points.
