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What to Expect From Your Fourth Grader

· Correctly spells most high frequency words used in sentences

· Uses logical phonetic spelling (including logical choices of vowels) in most syllables

· Accurately capitalizes first word in sentence, pronoun “I”, proper nouns

· Accurately uses periods, question marks, exclamation marks, and commas in a series

· Accurately uses plurals

· Writes a paragraph on a topic or theme

How Can Reading Aloud Lead to Writing?

Many stories can provide a child with writing ideas.  Here are some you might try with your child.

Continue the Story

After reading a story, ask your child to imagine that the book has just a few more pages.  What would be written on those pages?  What might happen next? 

Wordless Books

Some books have no words.  The story is told in the pictures.  After “reading” one of these books, such as Tuesday, your child can write or dictate the words for each page of the story.

Letter Writing

Sometimes after reading a story, you might have some questions or comments about the story characters or events.  Put them in a letter to the main character.  Pretend to mail it.  You might even write a return letter to surprise them!

Information Books

Children love nonfiction books, and quickly remember facts about favorite topics, like dinosaurs, whales or volcanoes.  Give your child several sheets of paper stapled together to form a book.  They can draw pictures about the facts they’ve learned, and write a sentence to go with each, creating their own information book.

Writing Tools

To create excitement about the prospect of writing, have on hand a variety of papers and writing utensils.  Computer paper with holiday designs, lined and unlined paper, colored paper, adding machine tapes, and poster board are just a few ideas of the kinds of paper children love to write on.  Pencils are fine, but markers, crayons, gel pens, colored pencils, chalk and even paint brushes can make writing a lot more fun.

No literate home is complete without a dictionary and thesaurus.  These two reference books are fundamental resources.  There are many colorful, attractive children’s dictionaries available in bookstores.

The Ultimate Question:  What Can We Write About?

Children are very imaginative and often create stories that I marvel at.  Most children will “find” a story to write about. If your child gets stuck, here are some ideas to help.  The list is truly endless, but here’s a sample:

· Shopping lists

· People to invite lists

· Things to take on vacation lists

· Birthday cards

· Holiday cards

· Thank you cards

· Letters

· Signs

· Postcards

· Stories about yourself and family members

· Stories about imaginary characters

· Stories about magazine pictures

· Stories about objects

· Stories about stickers

· Forms for magazine subscriptions

· Forms to join a club

· Calendars to keep track of appointments

· Address books  

· Itineraries 

· Journals  


                                             

· Diaries

· ABC books

· Captions for your photo albums
