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Second Grade News

December 8, 2011
Dear Families,


We have had a busy week in 2nd grade as we continue to celebrate Advent and prepare for Christmas.  Each morning we continue to gather as a school praying and singing together.  This week we added the 2nd verse of our song as we are now in the 2nd week of Advent.  This encourages and helps all of us to remember the true reason for the season.   


During literacy centers we read a story titled, “Arthur Writes a Story.”  All of the second graders enjoyed Arthur’s humor and imagination. During centers the turtles finished memorizing their poem for the month, Merry Christmas!.  They also wrote Christmas stories and created December calendars.  I know they are looking forward to sharing these with you.


We are enjoying learning about 2 and 3-dimensional shapes.  We even distinguised between 2-dimensional shapes by comparing sides and vertices.  We also continue to practice gaining addition and subtraction speed by completing mad minutes.  In addition we spent time reviewing 2-digit addition and subtraction.  


Since last Friday was the 1st Friday of the month and as a school we make cards for someone that needs our prayers, the 2nd graders made cards for Steve Gleason.  Steve is a close family friend of mine, he went to my gradeschool, highschool, and his mom was even my 6th grade teacher.  He continues to be one of my brother's closest friends.  He played football for WSU and went on to play in the NFL for the New Orlean Saints.  Last year Steve was diagnosed with ALS and the horrible disease has already significantly affected his abilitiy to speak, walk, and even eat.  In October he and his wife welcomed their first child into this world.  He is an inspiring man and his story is truly amazing.  If you would like to learn more about Steve visit teamgleason.com.  The 2nd graders made thoughtful cards that will definitely bring a smile to Steve's face.


Next Thursday is our Christmas program beginning at 6:00 in the Church.   Students will gather in the social hall at 5:30 (you do not need to arrive before 5:30, there will not be supervision).  Students should be dressed in their uniform pants and the appropriate shirt they have purchased.  Please take your child’s coat and any other belongings with you to the play, as we will not be returning to the social hall.  Your child may leave with you immediately following the performance.  We are all looking forward watching the students perform.  


Diaper Drive continues until next Wednesday morning, December 14th. Father Jim will bless the diapers at our school Mass before they are delivered.  We still need drivers to deliver diapers after Mass on Wednesday to the Eastside Baby Corner.  Please email Chelsae Komar at ckomar@stmadsophie.org if you'd be willing to help with the driving.  Upper school kids will help load your vehicle right after Mass so you can make the delivery by 10:15.  Thank you for your continued generosity to help others in our community.


As this is the last newsletter before break, I wish all of a you a blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year.  May you enjoy each moment of this special time of the year.  Dismissal is at noon next Friday, December 16th.


Blessings,

Mrs. Carr 

