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2nd Grade News

September 15, 2011

Dear Families,


Thank you for attending Back to School Night last Thursday it was wonderful having the opportunity to meet all of you and share my excitement with you.  The turtles have had a great start to the school year.  

We began literacy centers this week and I was impressed at their ability to stay on task and complete their work.  We began memorizing our September poem, “School time.”  We also put our classmates names in ABC order, read with partners, wrote about our hopes for the school year, and worked with some rhyming words.  While the students have been working at centers I have been doing one-on-one reading assessments.  

Our first math chapter is titled, “Place Value to 100 and patterns.”  We have already been identified digits and their place value, problem solved, and learned that sometimes we do not need an exact number and can estimate.  


During religion we reflected on God’s love for us, recognizing that we can find it in everything we see.  We even made thank you cards for God. In our classroom we are also working on being respectful and prayerful during all of our prayer times throughout the day.  We have been focusing on making the sign of the cross correctly when we begin and end each prayer.  

Our first school Mass was Wednesday and our class was respectful and prayerful. Please join us Wednesdays for our school Mass, we love when parents come and sit with us.


During social studies we began our first unit on People and Places.  We discussed who leaders are and what they do.  Each student drew a picture of a leader in their lives and wrote about how that person leads. 


We began writer’s workshop on Monday and the class worked diligently on their writing.  The turtles thought about something they love and used pictures and words to tell their story.  We have also started working in our handwriting books.


We have a few important materials we still need to complete our math tool kits!  If each student could bring 5 nickels, 10 dimes, 2 quarters, and one sock.  The sock will be used as an eraser for our white boards so find an old one that you do not want back! 


Homework begins Monday.  Folders will be sent home Monday and must be returned Friday.  Our spelling words and challenge words are included in the packet.  Our spelling test will take place on Friday.  Please review these words with your child each night and be sure your child is reading for at least 15 minutes each night.


If you haven’t returned your volunteer form and would like to help out, please return the form as soon as possible.  I am attempting to make a schedule that works for everyone.  I will contact you and let you know your time and day of the week.  Parents that have volunteered to help out during literacy centers will begin coming the week of October 3rdth.  Thank you for your patience as I work out all the details. 

Please contact me with any questions or concerns.  Have a great weekend.

Blessings,

Kara Carr

kcarr@stmadsophie.org

