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Mr. Tabor

Welcome to Statistical Reasoning in Sports, a unique and powerful way to learn about statistics.  As a sports enthusiast, I have been fascinated by the way statistics are used (and misused) in the world of sports—from conversations overheard at a stadium, to statements made by broadcasters on television, to decisions made by coaches.  As a statistics teacher, I recognize the importance of statistical reasoning and continually seek new and better ways to introduce these concepts to students.  Given the massive amount of sports data now available on the internet, the timing was ripe for combining two of my favorite passions into one course.  This class provides students with a rigorous, relevant, and accessible course in statistical reasoning, all in the context of sports. 

Materials:  All students should bring the following items every day: 

· Textbook: Statistical Reasoning in Sports by Josh Tabor and Christine Franklin.  
· TI-83 or TI-84 graphing calculator.  The use of technology will be an important part of this class.  In addition to using graphing calculators, we will also be using online applets and software such as Microsoft Excel. 
· A notebook for class notes, returned homework assignments, tests, and investigations.  
Grades  

Grades will be assigned according to the following scale:


A = 90-100

B = 80-89.9

C = 70-79.9

D = 60-69.9

F = 59.9 or below

Tests
· Tests, including a cumulative final each semester, will comprise 40% of your final semester grade.  There will be about 7-8 tests each semester.  
· All tests must be done in pencil.  Points will be deducted for using pen.

· If you miss a test with an excused absence, you must take the test upon your return to class or at another time determined by the teacher.  Otherwise, you will receive a 0 on the test.    
Test Makeup Policy
A student may attempt to increase his or her score on a test under the following conditions:

· The student will take a new version of the test within one week after the original test is returned.

· The student must turn in test corrections before the makeup test is given.

· The student’s overall score will be the average of the original score and the new score.

· If the student comes in for an additional 30 minutes of tutoring before taking the new version, the average score will only count if the new score is higher than the original score.  
Investigations
· Investigations will comprise 40% of your final semester grade.  Grades on late investigations will be reduced by 20% for each class period they are late.  
· During each semester there will be approximately 6-7 investigations.
· Some investigations will be completed individually and others in pairs.  
Investigation Makeup Policy
A student may attempt to increase his or her score on an investigation under the following conditions:

· The student(s) will turn in the revised investigation within one week after the original one is returned.  

· The student(s) will turn in the original investigation with the revised version.  

· The overall score will be the average of the original score and the new score. 
Homework
· Homework will comprise 15% of your final semester grade.  Homework will be graded for effort, not accuracy.  
· Homework will be assigned almost every class period, as it is essential for reinforcing the concepts learned in class.

· All homework assignments should be labeled with name, period, date, and assignment number on the upper right hand corner.
Absences and Late work
· If a student is absent for any reason, it will be his/her own responsibility to obtain the notes and assignments from a fellow classmate or the class website.

· Upon return from an absence(s), the student will be given one class period for each class period absent to make up the homework for full credit.

· Homework that is 1 class period late will be accepted for up to half credit.  After 1 class period, no late homework will be accepted.  

· All late or absent work must be labeled with “Absent” or “Late” and the date(s) of the absence on the top left hand corner and placed in the Absent/Late Bin.

· If a student is present on campus for any part of a school day, then any assignment due that day will be marked late unless it is handed in on the due date.
Participation
· Each semester, class participation will comprise 5% of your final grade.  

· The purpose of including participation is to encourage active thinking during class.  

· Students can earn participation points by answering questions, asking questions, or making comments that show the student is paying attention and trying to learn.  

Electronic Device Policy  

During class, all electronic devices such as phones and music players must be turned off and be put away.  During each semester students will given be two warnings.  On the third and fourth offenses, the teacher will take the device until the end of the period.  On the fifth and subsequent offenses, the teacher will take the device to the administration for the parent to pick up at the end of the school day.  
Cheating Policy
Anyone caught cheating will receive a zero and referred to the Principal.  Examples of cheating include, but are not limited to: copying answers on tests, quizzes, or homework, providing answers to tests, quizzes, or homework, discussing test questions with students from other classes, and using inappropriate material during a test (cheat sheets, material entered into a calculator, information written on desks, body parts, etc).

For information about other policies, such as tardies and attendance, please see the CDO student handbook.

Contact Information
· Website:  http://www.amphi.com/teachers/j/jtabor.aspx 
· E-mail:  jtabor@amphi.com 
· Phone: 696-5643.  Please do not call during class time.  
