Name: ____________________________________________________________________ Period: ______

Astronomy Glossary
by CA content standard (textbook section)
directions: explain the “concept” behind and “use” of each term
1a. (CH 16.3) Solar System structure, scale, and change over time

	
	Why this is Important (Not the definition!)

	asteroid belt
	

	Astronomical Unit (AU)
	

	Copernicus – solar system
	

	Galileo – telescopes
	

	gas planets
	

	Kepler – elliptical orbits
	

	Nebula Theory of Formation
	

	Terrestrial planets
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1b. and 2g. (CH 16.1) Big Bang Theory, sequence of formation of universe and solar system.

	
	Why this is Important (Not the definition!)

	background radiation
	

	Big Bang Theory
	

	cosmology
	

	Einstein (light and time)
	

	expansion or contraction
	

	Hawking (gravity, black holes)
	

	red shift
	

	
	

	
	


2a. and 2b. (CH 16.1) Universe and Milky Way Galaxy

	
	Why this is Important (Not the definition!)

	astronomy
	

	dark matter
	

	EM spectrum
	

	galaxy: number, size, composition
	

	galaxy shape:  spiral
	

	galaxy shape:  elliptical
	

	galaxy shape:  irregular
	

	gravity
	

	Hubble  (red shift, expansion)
	

	Hubble Space Telescope (HST)
	

	interstellar matter
	

	light year
	

	telescope type: refractor
	

	telescope type: reflector
	

	telescope arrays
	

	visible matter
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1c. (CH 17.1) Earth development over time

	
	Why this is Important (Not the definition!)

	asteroid events
	

	continental drift
	

	early earth atmosphere
	

	early earth geology
	

	geologic time scale
	

	Pangaea
	

	time scale: era
	

	time scale: epoch
	

	time scale: period
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1 d. Planet and star (galaxy) movement in our skies

	
	Why this is Important (Not the definition!)

	constellations
	

	North Star (Polaris)
	

	parallax
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1e.  Sun composition, size, life span

	
	Why this is Important (Not the definition!)

	chromosphere
	

	convective zone
	

	corona
	

	electromagnetic spectrum
	

	H fusion to He
	

	photosphere
	

	radiative zone
	

	solar (ion) wind
	

	sun energy emitted (ems)
	

	sun layers
	

	sun spots, solar flares/storms
	

	temperature/color/spectral lines
	

	UV, VIS light types
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2e. Nuclear accelerators

	
	Why this is Important (Not the definition!)

	fission
	

	fusion
	

	nuclear accelerators
	


2c., 2d., and  2f. (CH 16.2) Stars

	
	Why this is Important (Not the definition!)

	binary stars
	

	black hole
	

	blue star
	

	cepheid star
	

	main sequence
	

	nebular cloud
	

	neutron star
	

	nova, supernova
	

	red giant
	

	star evolution
	

	super giant
	

	white dwarf
	

	yellow star
	

	
	


Other terms not listed above:

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	Astronomy

	

	Find and circle all of the Astronomy related words that are hidden in the grid.
The remaining letters spell a secret message.
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	ANDROMEDA GALAXY
APOGEE
ASTEROID
ASTRONOMER
ATMOSPHERE
AURORA
BINARY STAR
BLACK HOLE
CONSTELLATION
CORONA
CRATER 
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DEEP SPACE
ECLIPSE
EQUINOX
GALAXIES
GALILEO
GRAVITY
HUBBLE
KEPLER
LIGHT YEAR
METEOR
MILKY WAY 
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MOON
NEBULA
ORBIT
PARSEC
PERIGEE
POLARIS
PROXIMA CENTAURI
PULSARS
QUASARS
RED GIANT
SATELLITE 
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SOLAR SYSTEM
SOLAR WIND
SPACE SHUTTLE
SPACECRAFT
STARS
SUN
SUPERNOVA
TELESCOPE
TIDES
UNIVERSE
WHITE DWARF 
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