FINAL PROJECT: Biology-Related Career
Goals: 

1) Become aware of the relevance of biology learning for a variety of professions, not only the ‘obvious’ ones.

2) Research one specific career option that depends on biological knowledge. In terms of content, benefits, education, income.

3) ‘Offer yourself’ to be hired for the career, based on you’re A. Knowledge of Biology, B. Personality.

Resources: 

For the career research two main resources are recommended to you:

1) Your textbook’s website: Go to www.classzone.com (choose California / Biology), Click on Biozine, at the bottom of the page, click on Careers. Or just go directly to http://biologybiozine.com/careers/
2) Career Cruising: (Available on campus only) – Go to the LAUSD digital library, and choose http://www.careercruising.com/Default.aspx
3) Teacher-generated matrix chart: Available in class or online, this chart matches many possible careers with the topics in biology that each career would rely on. 

4) School Library:  There are several printed resources about careers in science. Check them out! (Ask Mr. Martinez for guidance).

Final Project Parts:
A. Career Research:

Career is described in detail, including ALL of the following information:

1.
Job Description (What do these people actually DO?) 

2. Working Conditions

3. Earnings

4. Education Needed

5. Career path (promotion prospects)
A1. Interview (For Honors or for extra credit)*:
 Honors students must actually interview a person their field of choice, and tape the interview. Directions for the live interview will be given separately. 
B. Biological Topic - Background

Choose one topic in our biology course that is an essential background for the chosen career.  In other words, a person without this knowledge cannot do her / his job competently. Summarize the material that covers at least one section in the textbook. Use diagrams to help clarify your summary. Write simply, as if to explain the topic to a fresh new biology student. 
C. Biological relevance for the career
Here you will elaborate on the biological topic, explaining why this biological knowledge is essential for the chosen career. 
For example –Farming depends on knowledge of the nitrogen cycle, because farmers need to plan good fertilizers or supplementing the soil with nitrogen fixing bacteria. Cosmeticians must know about enzymes, since many of their treatments to the skin use enzymes that breakdown proteins or fats.
D. Personal Cover Letter:

In this part you will advertise yourself as candidate for the chosen career. 

- Explain why you would be good for the job in terms of your personality, skills, and plans for future education. 
- Specifically address the requirements from the particular chosen career. 

- Write in a proper letter format.

Bibliography: 

All resources are given in detail, including complete URL addresses of websites, as well as their titles.
Poster Design:

Title – In Very large font, write the name of the career and under it – your name. Use a poster board with 3 parts, use it as follows:

Left = Career Description + Bibliography

Center = Biology Topic + Relevance to the career.

Right = Self advertisement. 

Creativity – Poster is attractive, creative, but yet simple.
Biological Career Project: Grading Checklist
	Requirement
	Total Points
	Points Earned

	A. Career Research:
Career is described in detail, including ALL of the following information:

Job Description, Working Conditions, Earnings, Education
	100
	

	A1. Interview (For honors, or optional):
See requirements in a separate handout 
	
	

	B. Biological Topic - Background
- Topic is relevant to the chosen career 

- Topic summary covers at least on section in the textbook.

- Topic is clearly presented and correct

-  Diagrams are used to clarify the text
	100 
	

	C. Biological relevance for the career
The relevance for the biology topic to the chosen career is explained logically and clearly.
	25 
	

	D. Personal promotion:
Self-promotion is closely related to the skills required for the chosen career, in terms of character, skills and interest.

Self promotion is written in a proper letter format. 
	50 
	

	Poster Design:
Follows the detailed instructions (3 parts, etc.)

Is attractive, yet simple.

Detailed information must be printed.
	50 
	

	Bibliography: 

All resources are given in detail, including complete URL addresses of websites, as well as their titles.
	25 
	

	TOTAL:
	400 
	


Timeline for Steps in the Final Project (Expect changes!)
	Due Dates
	Step
	In class Activity
	Turn in

	Mon-Wednesday May 18-20rd (CST week)
	Getting organized
	Choose partner, Choose three possible careers.

	Names of group members, 3 careers to choose from

	Wednesday May 27th (after Memorial Day)
	Biological Summary
	None, Do at home
	Summary of biological topic – one per student!

	Monday May 26th (or other, that week)  
	Career Search
	Mobile Computer lab 
	Proof of running the personal career matching in Career Cruising 

(per student!)

	Tuesday May 27th 

(or other, that week)  
	Project career research
	Mobile Computer lab
	-

	Friday
June 5th 
(Or other, that week)
	Personal Cover Letter 
	Practice writing Personal cover letter (not the whole period)
	-

	Wednesday June 10th 
	Turn in Projects
	Set up in IDR, Presentations per period.
	Complete Project

	Thursday-Friday
June 11th -12th 

(Regular periods)
	Career fair, Evaluation
	Presentations – complete, Student chose favorite 5 posters from ALL participating teachers.
	Peer-Evaluations

	Monday June 13th 

(Review day before finals)
	Voting results
	Rewards to winners, party ?
	- 


