Caveats about The Story of Stuff 

“50% of our tax dollars go to defense”
· Just before the 2 minute mark 

· Truth:  less than 22% of our tax dollars go to defense. http://encarta.msn.com/media_461544509/U_S_Federal_Receipts_and_Outlays.html 

“40% of waterways in the United States have become undrinkable.”
· At 3:25 

· The vast majority of US waterways are drinkable, according to the United States Geological Survey (http://water.usgs.gov/waterwatch/wqwatch/index.php?state=us&dt=00095&c=map), and water quality in the U.S. has improved dramatically in the last 40 years.  Also, see http://www.epa.gov/safewater/ 

“We’re using 30% of the world’s resources and creating 30% of the world’s waste”
· at 3:47 

· Counterpoint:  We’re (the U.S.) also creating the majority of scientific advances, medicines, doctors, engineers, etc. 

“80% of the world’s original forests are gone.”
· At about 4 minutes 

· Forests currently cover 30% of the world’s landmass, according to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (http://www.fao.org/newsroom/en/news/2005/1000127/index.html), and the rate of deforestation has been declining. 

Comments on numbers of chemicals used in production of products that have been tested for health effects.
· at about 5 minutes 

· In the U.S. there are very strict regulations on products and testing them.  In Europe, the regulations are even stricter.  Her comments are misleading at best.  Also, very few of the chemicals used in production of goods are “toxic”.  This sweeping condemnation of industrial production is beyond belief and brings up ideas of global conspiracies to poison the world’s population. 

Comments about contaminants in breast milk
· at 6:17 

· Valid concern, but studies have shown that many contaminants are actually decreasing (http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/articlerender.fcgi?artid=1240888) 

Comments about polluting US factories
· at about 8 minutes 

· It’s fair to point out that factories create pollution, but regulations have cleaned up US production facilities dramatically in the past 40 years.  Our waterways and air are in much better shape today than they were in the 1970’s, thanks to The Clean Air Act (http://www.epa.gov/air/caa/), The Clean Water Act (http://www.epa.gov/watertrain/cwa/) and the actions of the California Air Resources Board (http://www.arb.ca.gov/homepage.htm), to name a few.  The big polluters are China and India, and it’s also fair to point out that they make a lot of our stuff. 

“Increasing asthma and cancer rates”
· at 9:40 

· Her implication is that industrial pollution causes these things, when in reality, the biggest contributor to increased cancer is smoking tobacco (http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2003/pr27/en/). 

· Asthma and allergy rates are definitely on the rise, and are most likely connected to industrialization (http://www.ctv.ca/servlet/ArticleNews/story/CTVNews/20080618/allergy_report_080618/20080618?hub=Health) 

99% of consumer goods in North America are trashed within 6 months
· at 11:20 

· This doesn’t meet the common sense test.  Do YOU throw away 99% of what you buy within 6 months?  I don’t and I’m sure you don’t either. 

 

Computer Obsolescence
· at 13:15 

· No doubt this is true for most Windows PC’s, but I’m happily using a 6 year old Mac PC and don’t plan on buying a new computer for several more years! 

Perceived Obsolescence/Advertisement
· at about 14:20 and following 

· This is most definitely the fault of the fashion-conscious consumer, NOT the industries.  She makes it sound as if we were helpless victims of a world-wide conspiracy.  It’s true that we buy things too often merely because we want the latest fashion, but that’s OUR fault. 

· The real take-away point here is that we need to learn to just say “No” to the obviously false claims of advertisements and be satisfied with what we have. 

National Happiness peaked in the 1950’s
· at 15:50 

· The National Science Foundation has shown that national happiness has increased worldwide since 1981, and the United States ranks higher than 84% of the world’s nations (http://www.nsf.gov/news/news_summ.jsp?cntn_id=111725) 

· Convenient argument that makes her point, but demonstrably not true. 

 

We have less leisure time and we mostly watch TV and shop; and we shop 3 times more than Europeans
· at 16:10 

· Partially true.  Leisure time in the U.S. has actually been increasing for the past 40 years, and we do spend a sizable chunk of it watching TV, but the vast majority of our time is spent sleeping (http://www.time.com/time/nation/article/0,8599,1549394,00.html) 

· Shopping only takes up about 3% of our time, on average, according to the US Time Use Survey: http://www.bls.gov/news.release/atus.t01.htm 

· There is no comparable data in the European Time Use Survey (https://www.testh2.scb.se/tus/tus/StatMeanMact1.html), but all the categories they did measure are very similar to those in the U.S., so I would assume their shopping habits are about the same as well. 

Dangers of Dioxin
· at 17:44 

· This is highly debatable.  The highest exposure of people to dioxin (which is actually a large class of chemicals) was in 1976 in Seveso, Italy.  There was no connection between dioxin exposure and illness found there (http://www.niehs.nih.gov/research/supported/sep/2003/seveso.cfm) 

