Guide to Observing Animal Behavior:
A. What are they doing most of the time? What is the purpose of this behavior?

B. Are they in groups or alone? If in groups, how large are the groups?

C. What are they doing to eat? Accordingly, what might they be eating?

D. Can you see any mating behavior? Are there any differences in appearance between males and females? 

E. Are they affected by the human behavior and the proximity of the city? How are they affected? 

F. How are these organisms (plants too!) ADAPTED to their environment? In other words – what do they inherit genetically that helps them survive here?
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Ecological Journal - Questions
A. (100 points)

Choose at least 2 Animals
1. Sketch and describe the appearance of each animal.

2. Observe their behavior (See back cover page for guidelines)

3. What other organisms do they interact with or are affected by? (biotic factors)

4. What non-biological (a-biotic factors) conditions may affect these organisms? 

5. How are these animals adapted to their environment?   

B. (50 points) Choose At least 1 Plant 

1. Sketch and describe the appearance of the plant.

2. What other organisms do they interact with or are affected by? (biotic factors)

3. What non-biological (a-biotic factors) conditions may affect these organisms? 

4. How are these animals adapted to their environment?   

C. (25 points) Describe the ecosystem you are visiting (at least one page): climate, major geographical influences, general types of organisms.
 IS IT HAELTHY? Explain.


E. (25 points) Reflect on the field trip: What did you like? What improvements would you suggest? 

Note: You may need to answer some of the questions after the field trip, from lack of time. Plan your time wisely when writing your journal.

Ecological Glossary
Abiotic factor: Physical, or non-living factor that shapes an ecosystem. (Examples are temperature, light, minerals, water quality, pH and more). 

Adaptation: Inherited characteristic that increases the chance of an organism to survive. 

Biodiversity: biological diversity, the sum total of the variety of organisms in an ecosystem. 
Biome: Group of ecosystems that have the same climate and similar dominant communities.

Biotic factor: biological influence on organisms within an ecosystem.

Community: assemblage of different populations that live together in a defined area. 

Consumer: organism that depends on other organisms for its energy and food supply; also called heterotroph. 

Decomposer: organism that breaks down and obtains energy form dead organics material. 

Ecosystem: Collection of all the organisms that live in a particular place, together with their non-living environment.

Habitat: The area where an organism lives, including the biotic and a-biotic factors that affect the organism.

Community

Niche: Full range of physical and biological conditions in which an organism lives and the way in which the organism uses those conditions.

Population: Group of individuals of the same species that live in the same area.

Producer Organism that can capture energy from sunlight or chemicals and use it to produce food from inorganic compounds; also called autotroph.

