Ecological Glossary
Abiotic factor: Physical, or non-living factor that shapes an ecosystem. (examples are temperature, light, minerals, water quality, pH  and more). 

Adaptation: Inherited characteristic that increases the chance of an organism

to survive. 

Biodiversity: biological diversity, the sum total of the variety of organisms in an ecosystem. 
Biome: Group of ecosystems that have the same climate and similar dominant communities.

Biotic factor: biological influence on organisms within an ecosystem.

Community: assemblage of different populations that live together in a defined area. 

Consumer organism that depends on other organisms for its energy and food supply; also called heterotroph. 

Decomposer: organism that breaks down and obtains energy form dead organics material. 

Ecosystem: Collection of all the organisms that live in a particular place, together with their non-living environment.
Habitat: The area where an organism lives, including the biotic and a-biotic factors that affect the organism.

Community

Niche: Full range of physical and biological conditions in which an organism lives and the way in which the organism uses those conditions.
Population: Group of individuals of the same species that live in the same area.

Producer Organism that can capture energy from sunlight or chemicals and use it to produce food from inorganic compounds; also called autotroph.
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Teacher: Mrs. Kreiselman

my Field Trip Journal
Name: ___________________ Period: ____

Date: ________ 

Destination: ______________________________________

Ecological journal – what should I write about? 

A. (75 points)
Choose at least 3 organisms you see directly or notice their presence indirectly (for example, the way a spider web would tell about the presence of a spider).

1. Sketch and describe the organisms.

2. Describe their life styles (also defined as niches): When during the day do they operate? What do they feed off? Do they prefer shade or direct sunlight? Do they have small or large leaves? Etc.  

3. What other organisms do they interact with or are affected by? (biotic factors)

4. What non-biological (a-biotic factors) conditions may affect these organisms? 

5. How are the organisms adapted to their environment?   

6. Are these organisms native or non-native? Are they considered a hazard? (Ask the guides). 
B. Describe the ecosystem you are visiting (at least one page): climate, major geographical influences, general types of organisms.

(25 points)
C. What are human influences you see around you? 








(25 points)
D. (50 points) Take notes of the guides’ instruction. 

E. (25 points) Reflect on the field trip: What did you like? What improvements would you suggest? 
Note: You may need to answer some of the questions after the field trip, from lack of time. Plan your time wisely when writing your journal.
