SCIENCE NEWS, EVOLUTION – Directions

As in previous science News assignments, you are to select one article that is relevant to the topic of evolution and analyze it according to the general guidelines (numbers form 1 to 11). 
Choosing an article: You can find articles about how organisms (animals, plants) are adapted to their surroundings; How species form; Fossil Evidence of various kinds, including history (ancestors) of specific species or of life on earth in general;
Instead of suggesting keywords to use in a search, my advice is to go issue by issue of the journal articles (such as Science News Magazine), and find articles that can apply to evolution. Below are articles that I found this way in issues of 2008. Find them on the Science News website. 
Content: 

* Emphasis is on the “Why” part – what question(s) are the scientist trying to solve? And on the Evidence (fossils, DNA analysis, or other). 

* Answer question 11 by explaining how relevant the article is to our study of evolution. 

Adaptations:
Promiscuous orchids 

When pollinators aren't loyal to a single species of orchid, the plants maintain their species integrity by stymieing reproduction.

Jelly Propulsion 

Jellyfish have been swimming the seas for at least 550 million years, and research is now revealing how the challenges of moving in fluid have shaped the creatures' evolution.

Whales Drink Sounds: Hearing may use an ancient path 

Sounds can travel to a whale's ears through its throat, an acoustic pathway that might be ancient in the whale lineage.

Fishy flash 

Fish alter the growth of crystals in their skin, making it supershiny.

Very brown sheep have a dark side 

Big, dark sheep on a Scottish island are not breaking the rules of evolution after all.

Not So Spineless 

Looking for personalities in animals, even among spiders and insects, could add new twists to ideas about evolution and explain some odd animal behavior.

Natural Selection

Speciation:

Great spots for white sharks 

The great white sharks of the eastern Pacific may be genetically isolated from the world's other white sharks, and tagging data reveal that the animals stick to specific routes and destinations.

The naming of the elephant-shrew 

A new species of giant elephant-shrew, small bounding forest dwellers very distantly related to elephants, has been discovered in Tanzania. With video.

History of Life:

Twice upon a Time 

New fossil finds suggest that the complex features of mammals originated earlier than previously thought and might even have evolved independently in different mammalian lineages.

From China, the tiniest pterodactyl 

Researchers excavating the fossil-rich rocks of northeastern China have discovered yet another paleontological marvel: a flying reptile the size of a sparrow.

Flying Deaf? Earliest bats probably didn't echolocate 

Fossils of a cardinal-sized creature recently unearthed in western Wyoming suggest that primitive bats developed the ability to fly before they could track their prey with biological sonar.

Animal Origins: Genome reveals early complexity 

Analysis of DNA from a choanoflagellate, the closest known living nonanimal relative of animals, allows scientists to infer the genetic starter kit possessed by the first animal.

Do-It-Yourself DNA: Scientists assemble first synthetic genome 

Assembly of the first human-made microbial genome could pave the way for making microbes with synthetic DNA.

Life explodes twice 

The Ediacaran fauna were as varied as all animals in existence today and, more impressively, as in the Cambrian, report paleontologists.

When Mice Fly: Bat DNA leads to longer limbs in mouse embryos 

Mice with a stretch of bat DNA grow longer limbs, a possible step in the evolutionary path to wings.

Assembling Life 

Combining a lipid membrane with self-replicating RNA-like molecules could be one way to create a living cell from nonliving molecules. Scientists may soon create such synthetic cells, and in the process learn valuable lessons about cell biology and the origin of life. 

La Brea del Sur 

Excavations at tar pits in Venezuela suggest that the fossils found there may rival those of the famed Rancho La Brea tar pits in Southern California.
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Life from Scratch 

Conjuring life in the lab from nothing but nonliving molecules may sound far-fetched, but the first synthetic life forms may soon be a reality.

Whales started small 

The ancestors of whales, some of which are the largest creatures ever to evolve, probably were mammals no larger than a fox.

