
IMPORTANT NOTE TO PARENTS/GUARDIANS:

There should be a slip of paper attached to the front of this syllabus.  This slip contains login information to enable you to check online your student’s grades in my class.  If the slip of paper is missing, please contact me (phone/email information listed below) to obtain the missing login information.  Please do not forget to sign the attached Syllabus Signature Sheet to indicate you did receive the login information.

************************************************************************

Serra High School

Class Syllabus for

Advanced Placement World History

2011-2012 School Year

Teacher:

Harlan Bleecker

Room:


622

Phone Number:
858-496-8342 x185

Email Address:
hbleecker@sandi.net
To check student grades in this class, go to the following grade website:

http://www.mygradebook.com
 (You will need to enter the “Username” and your student’s password.  This information can be found on the slip of paper attached to the front of this syllabus.)

To check student homework assignments, go to the following website:

http://www.teacherweb.com/ca/serrahighschool/bleecker
 (You will need to click on the appropriate period.)

Important Dates:

End of first grading period:  

10/21/11 (progress reports distributed 10/28/11)

End of second grading period: 
12/9/11 (progress reports distributed 12/16/11)

End of semester: 


1/27/12 (report cards distributed 2/3/12)

Advanced Placement World History
Curriculum:  This class is structured around the investigation of five major course themes and 19 key concepts in six different chronological periods, from approximately 8000 B.C.E. to the present.  The general guideline of the course will follow the AP World History Course Description (found at http://apcentral.collegeboard.com), and will include major elements from that description:  Key concepts, the five AP World History Course Themes, as well as the four AP World History Historical Thinking Skills.  The use of key concepts, themes, and historical thinking skills throughout the course provide an essential framework for mastering course content and support student investigation of historical developments within a chronological framework.  The historical periods, major themes, and historical thinking skills that the course is based on are shown below:

The Six Historical Periods

Period 1 (8000 B.C.E. to 600 B.C.E.) -- Technological and environmental transformations

Period 2 (600 B.C.E. to 600 C.E.) – Organization and Reorganization of Human Societies

Period 3 (600 C.E. to 1450) – Regional and Transregional Interactions

Period 4 (1450 to 1750) – Global Interactions

Period 5 (1750 to 1900) – Industrialization and Global Integration

Period 6 (1900 to the Present) – Accelerating Global Change and Realignments

The Five Themes of AP World History

Theme 1 – Interaction between humans and the environment (demography and disease, migration, patterns of settlement, and technology).

Theme 2 – Development and interaction of cultures (religions, belief systems/ philosophies/ideologies, science and technology, the arts and architecture).

Theme 3 – State-building, expansion, and conflict (political structures and forms of governance, empires, nation and nationalism, revolts and revolutions, regional/transregional/global structures and organizations).

Theme 4 – Creation, expansion, and interaction of economic systems (agricultural and pastoral production, trade and commerce, labor systems, industrialization, capitalism and socialism).

Theme 5 – Development and transformation of social structures (gender roles and relations, family and kinship, racial and ethnic constructions, social and economic classes).

The Four AP World History Historical Thinking Skills

Skill 1 – Crafting Historical Arguments from Historical Evidence (historical argumentation, appropriate use of relevant historical evidence).

Skill 2 – Chronological Reasoning (historical causation, patterns of continuity and change over time, periodization).

Skill 3 – Comparison and Contextualization

Skill 4 – Historical Interpretation and Synthesis

This class is equivalent to an introductory college survey course.  Since students may be eligible for college credit upon passing the AP World History examination, they will be expected to engage in a rigorous program of reading and writing in this class in preparation for the AP test in May 2012.
Grading: 

· A student who has earned 90% of all possible points will receive an academic grade of an A

· A student who has earned 80% of all possible points will receive an academic grade of a B 

· A student who has earned 70% of all possible points will receive an academic grade of a C

· A student who has earned 60% of all possible points will receive an academic grade of a D

· A student who has earned less than 60% of all possible points will receive an academic grade of an F

Grades will be based on multiple assessments and other measures which might include homework, tests and quizzes, class participation, essays and projects, and extra credit. Enrichment credit will be assigned at the teacher’s discretion.

Tardies:  It is detrimental to both students and the classroom environment when students are tardy.  

· A student with two (2) tardies during the grading period will receive a citizenship grade of no higher than an “S” during the grading period.

· A student with three (3) tardies will be placed on the “Loss of Privileges” list, and will receive a citizenship grade of no higher than an “N” during the grading period.  A student can be removed from the “Loss of Privileges” list by attending Saturday School.

· A student with four (4) or more tardies will receive a citizenship grade of no higher than a “U.”

In addition to lowered citizenship grades and placement on the “Loss of Privileges’ list, repeated tardies may result in parent contact, detention, or other disciplinary action.

Unverified/Unexcused Absences:  Daily attendance is crucial to student success.  When students are absent, it is crucial that parents clear the absence immediately, and that students contact the teacher regarding missed work.  Unverified/unexcused absences or truancies are unacceptable. 

· A student with one (1) unverified or unexcused absence and no truancies will receive a citizenship grade of no higher than an “S.”

· A student with two (2) or more unverified or unexcused absences and no truancies will receive a citizenship grade of no higher than an “N.”

· A student with three (3) or more unverified or unexcused absences or one (1) or more truancies will receive a citizenship grade of a “U.”

In addition to lowered citizenship grades, repeated absences may result in parent contact, detention, Saturday School or other disciplinary action.
Late Work:  Students are expected to turn in their work on the assigned due date.  Late work is not acceptable, and will not receive credit.  The only instance in which work may be turned in after the due date is if the student has an excused absence.  Students who have an excused absence will have one day for each excused day they were gone to make up work.  If a student is absent on the day a long-term assignment is due, the assignment is due the day the student returns.  If a student is absent the day of a test-review, the student is still expected to take the test on the day that it is administered to the class; if a student is absent the day of a test, he or she will be expected to make up the test on the day of his or her return.  Students should exchange phone numbers and/or e-mail addresses with other students in the class in order to find out what they missed.

Citizenship Expectations:  The student’s citizenship grade will reflect compliance with the following class rules:

a. Be in your seat when the bell rings.  At the end of the period, I will dismiss you, not the bell.

b. Do not talk loudly or chat when you should be working.  This disturbs others and prevents everyone from being successful students.

c. Raise your hand to answer a question.

d. Do not ask for a pass unless it is for an emergency.  Your presence and attention are necessary for your education.

e. There is no drinking, eating, or gum chewing permitted in class.

f. If you have a pass to leave early, bring it to me at the beginning of the class.

g. Save your throwaway items until the end of class. Do not throw anything across the room.

h. Hats and sunglasses cannot be worn in class.

i. Do not take out electronic equipment, headphones, combs, brushes, makeup, or mirrors in class or they will be taken away.

j. A student found guilty of dishonesty, plagiarism, or cheating on an examination, quiz, or assignment will receive a zero on that work, parent contact will be made, and other disciplinary actions will be taken at the discretion of the teacher.
Conferences and Extra Help:  Parents can arrange for conferences by calling the school or emailing me at the phone number or email address above.  Students can arrange for extra help at any time.

If we respect each other and focus on the task at hand, then we will have a successful and productive year.  I look forward to working with the students and parents/guardians in this class.

Please complete the attached Syllabus Signature Sheet, and return it with your student promptly.  This will inform me that you have read and understand the information contained in this syllabus.  Returning the signature page counts as a class assignment, and students will be given credit for handing it in.
Advanced Placement World History Reading Schedule 

(2011-2012)

The chapters referenced below are from The Earth and Its Peoples, 4th Ed./AP Ed., by Bulliet, et al.  Students are expected to have the reading and study guides/outlines completed by the test dates listed regardless of whether or not they are absent.  Study guides for each chapter/unit will be distributed the Monday before they are due.  In the event that a scheduled test day coincides with a holiday, the test will take place and study guides/outlines will be collected on the next day.  (** double-chapter weeks.)

Unit One – Foundations 8000 B.C.E. to 600 B.C.E.

Monday, 9/12 – Chapter One test

**Monday, 9/19 – Chapters Two and Three test

Unit Two – 600 B.C.E. to 600 C.E.

Monday, 9/26 – Chapter Four test

Monday, 10/3 – Chapter Five test

**Monday, 10/10 – Chapters Six and Seven tests

Monday, 10/17 – Midterm: Units One & Two (Chs. 1-7)
Unit Three – 600 C.E. to 1450

Monday, 10/24 – Chapter Eight test

Monday, 10/31 – Chapter Nine test

Monday, 11/7 – Chapter Ten test

Monday, 11/14 – Chapter Eleven test

11/21-11/25 – THANKSGIVING BREAK

**Monday, 11/28 – Chapters Twelve and Thirteen test

Monday, 12/5 – Chapter Fourteen test

Monday, 12/12 – Midterm: Unit Three (Chs. 8-14)
12/19-1/2 – WINTER BREAK

Unit Four – 1450 C.E. to 1750

**Tuesday, 1/3 – Chapters Fifteen and Sixteen test

Monday, 1/9 – Chapter Seventeen test

**Tuesday, 1/17 – Chapters Eighteen and Nineteen test

Monday, 1/23 – Chapter Twenty test

Friday, 1/27 – Semester One ends; grade book closes

Monday, 1/30 – Midterm: Unit Four (Chs. 15-20)
Unit Five – 1750 to 1900
Monday, 2/6 – Chapter Twenty-One test

Monday, 2/13 – Chapter Twenty-Two test

**Tuesday, 2/21 – Chapters Twenty-Three and Twenty-Four test

Monday, 2/27 – Chapter Twenty-Five test

Monday, 3/5 – Chapter Twenty-Six test

Monday, 3/12 – Chapter Twenty-Seven test

Monday, 3/19 – Midterm: Unit Five (Chs. 21-27)
Unit Six – 1900 to Present

Monday, 3/26 – Chapter Twenty-Eight test

4/2-4/6 – SPRING BREAK

**Monday, 4/9 – Chapters Twenty-Nine and Thirty test

Monday, 4/16 – Chapter Thirty-One test

Monday, 4/23 – Chapter Thirty-Two test

Monday, 4/30 – Chapter Thirty-Three test

Saturday, 5/5 – Mock AP Test (Optional)

Monday, 5/7 – Midterm: Unit Six (Chs. 28-33)

Monday, 5/14 – Final: Chs. 1-33 (8000 B.C.E.-Present)

Thursday, 5/17 – AP WORLD HISTORY TEST

Syllabus Signature Sheet

(Mr. Bleecker’s Advanced Placement World History Class)
I have read and understand the information found in the attached syllabus, and I have received the information needed to access grades/homework assignments online.

Student:

Student name (please print) _________________________________________________

Student Signature ________________________________________________________

Date __________________________________________________________________

Student Email Address ____________________________________________________

Languages Spoken at Home ________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian:

Parent/Guardian Name (please print) _________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature _________________________________________________

Date __________________________________________________________________

Relationship to Student (mother/father/guardian/grandparent/uncle, etc.) _____________

Contact Information:

Home Phone ____________________________________________________________

Work Phone ____________________________________________________________

Cell Phone _____________________________________________________________

Home Email Address _____________________________________________________

Work Email Address _____________________________________________________

Which method of contact above do you prefer? _________________________________

What is the best time of day to contact you? ____________________________________

