
IMPORTANT NOTE TO PARENTS/GUARDIANS:

There should be a slip of paper attached to the front of this syllabus.  This slip contains login information to enable you to check online your student’s grades in my class.  If the slip of paper is missing, please contact me (phone/email information listed below) to obtain the missing login information.  Please do not forget to sign the attached Syllabus Signature Sheet to indicate you did receive the login information.

************************************************************************

Serra High School

Class Syllabus for

Advanced World History

2011-2012 School Year

Teacher:

Harlan Bleecker

Room:


622

Phone Number:
858-496-8342 x185

Email Address:
hbleecker@sandi.net
To check student grades in this class, go to the following grade website:

http://www.mygradebook.com
 (You will need to enter the “Username” and your student’s password.  This information can be found on the slip of paper attached to the front of this syllabus.)

To check student homework assignments, go to the following website:

http://www.teacherweb.com/ca/serrahighschool/bleecker
 (You will need to click on the appropriate period.)

Important Dates:

End of first grading period:  

10/21/11 (progress reports distributed 10/28/11)

End of second grading period: 
12/9/11 (progress reports distributed 12/16/11)

End of semester: 


1/27/12 (report cards distributed 2/3/12)

Advanced World History

Curriculum:  This class will offer readings, class assignments, homework, and projects that conform to the California State Content Standards for 10th Grade World History.  You can view the full text of the world history standards at the California Department of Education website at http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/index.asp.

The course will focus on the main California State Content Standards for 10th Grade World History:

“10.1 Students relate the moral and ethical principles in ancient Greek and Roman philosophy, in Judaism, and in Christianity to the development of Western political thought.” 

“10.2 Students compare and contrast the Glorious Revolution of England, the American Revolution, and the French Revolution and their enduring effects worldwide on the political expectations for self-government and individual liberty.” 

“10.3 Students analyze the effects of the Industrial Revolution in England, France, Germany, Japan, and the United States.” 

“10.4 Students analyze patterns of global change in the era of New Imperialism in at least two of the following regions or countries: Africa, Southeast Asia, China, India, Latin America, and the Philippines.” 

“10.5 Students analyze the causes and course of the First World War.” 
“10.6 Students analyze the effects of the First World War.” 
“10.7 Students analyze the rise of totalitarian governments after World War I.” 
“10.8 Students analyze the causes and consequences of World War II.” 
“10.9 Students analyze the international developments in the post-World World War II world.” 

“10.10 Students analyze instances of nation-building in the contemporary world in at least two of the following regions or countries: the Middle East, Africa, Mexico and other parts of Latin America, and China.” 

“10.11 Students analyze the integration of countries into the world economy and the information, technological, and communications revolutions (e.g., television, satellites, computers).”

Since this is an advanced class, students will be delving into the material of this course in an accelerated and deeper manner, and will be required to exercise critical thinking skills to a greater extent than if they were in a regular world history class.  The work in this class will be geared to fulfilling Serra’s goals of producing graduates who will be responsible citizens, effective communicators, academic achievers, effective problem solvers, and lifelong learners. 

Grading: 

· A student who has earned 90% of all possible points will receive an academic grade of an A

· A student who has earned 80% of all possible points will receive an academic grade of a B 

· A student who has earned 70% of all possible points will receive an academic grade of a C

· A student who has earned 60% of all possible points will receive an academic grade of a D

· A student who has earned less than 60% of all possible points will receive an academic grade of an F

Grades will be based on multiple assessments and other measures which might include homework, tests and quizzes, class participation, essays and projects, and extra credit. Enrichment credit will be assigned at the teacher’s discretion.

Tardies:  It is detrimental to both students and the classroom environment when students are tardy.  

· A student with two (2) tardies during the grading period will receive a citizenship grade of no higher than an “S” during the grading period.

· A student with three (3) tardies will be placed on the “Loss of Privileges” list, and will receive a citizenship grade of no higher than an “N” during the grading period.  A student can be removed from the “Loss of Privileges” list by attending Saturday School.

· A student with four (4) tardies will receive a citizenship grade of no higher than a “U.”

In addition to lowered citizenship grades and placement on the “Loss of Privileges’ list, repeated tardies may result in parent contact, detention, or other disciplinary action.

Unverified/Unexcused Absences:  Daily attendance is crucial to student success.  When students are absent, it is crucial that parents clear the absence immediately, and that students contact the teacher regarding missed work.  Unverified/unexcused absences or truancies are unacceptable. 

· A student with one (1) unverified or unexcused absence and no truancies will receive a citizenship grade of no higher than an “S.”

· A student with two (2) or more unverified or unexcused absences and no truancies will receive a citizenship grade of no higher than an “N.”

· A student with three (3) or more unverified or unexcused absences or one (1) or more truancies will receive a citizenship grade of a “U.”

In addition to lowered citizenship grades, repeated absences may result in parent contact, detention, Saturday School or other disciplinary action.
Late Work:  Students are expected to turn in their work on the assigned due date.  Late work is not acceptable, and will not receive credit.  The only instance in which work may be turned in after the due date is if the student has an excused absence.  Students who have an excused absence will have one day for each excused day they were gone to make up work.  If a student is absent on the day a long-term assignment is due, the assignment is due the day the student returns.  If a student is absent the day of a test-review, the student is still expected to take the test on the day that it is administered to the class; if a student is absent the day of a test, he or she will be expected to make up the test on the day of his or her return.  Students should exchange phone numbers and/or e-mail addresses with other students in the class in order to find out what they missed.
Citizenship Expectations:  The student’s citizenship grade will reflect compliance with the following class rules:

a. Be in your seat when the bell rings.  At the end of the period, I will dismiss you, not the bell.

b. Do not talk loudly or chat when you should be working.  This disturbs others and prevents everyone from being successful students.

c. Raise your hand to answer a question.

d. Do not ask for a pass unless it is for an emergency.  Your presence and attention are necessary for your education.

e. There is no drinking, eating, or gum chewing permitted in class.

f. If you have a pass to leave early, bring it to me at the beginning of the class.

g. Save your throwaway items until the end of class. Do not throw anything across the room.

h. Hats and sunglasses cannot be worn in class.

i. Do not take out electronic equipment, headphones, combs, brushes, makeup, or mirrors in class or they will be taken away.

j. A student found guilty of dishonesty or cheating on an examination, quiz, or assignment will receive a zero on that work. A second violation may result in a grade of “F” and/or “U” for that grading period.

Conferences and Extra Help:  Parents can arrange for conferences by calling the school or emailing me at the phone number or email address above.  Students can arrange for extra help at any time.

If we respect each other and focus on the task at hand, then we will have a successful and productive year.  I look forward to working with the students and parents/guardians in this class.

Please complete the attached Syllabus Signature Sheet, and return it with your student promptly.  This will inform me that you have read and understand the information contained in this syllabus.  Returning the signature page counts as a class assignment, and students will be given credit for handing it in.

Syllabus Signature Sheet

(Mr. Bleecker’s Advanced World History Class)
I have read and understand the information found in the attached syllabus, and I have received the information needed to access grades/homework assignments online.

Student:

Student name (please print) _________________________________________________

Student Signature ________________________________________________________

Date __________________________________________________________________

Student Email Address ____________________________________________________

Languages Spoken at Home ________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian:

Parent/Guardian Name (please print) _________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature _________________________________________________

Date __________________________________________________________________

Relationship to Student (mother/father/guardian/grandparent/uncle, etc.) _____________

Contact Information:

Home Phone ____________________________________________________________

Work Phone ____________________________________________________________

Cell Phone _____________________________________________________________

Home Email Address _____________________________________________________

Work Email Address _____________________________________________________

Which method of contact above do you prefer? _________________________________

What is the best time of day to contact you? ___________________________________

