


From the French Revolution to the Birth of the Modern


*Scientific Rev. & Enlightenment


*Evolution of capitalism and rise of the


  haute bourgeoisie


*Change in the meaning of “the people”


*Communication (Newspapers, pamphlets, books, salons, clubs, secret societies, etc.)


*American Revolution


*France’s economic problems


*England’s example: “bastion of liberty”


*Paradigm shift—rapidly changing “zeitgeist”





*France’s economic crisis and bad harvests lead to social unrest.


*Serious problem taxes


*Nobles push back


*Bourgeois push pack


*Peasants hungry, angry, watching





*Increasing critique of “Ancien Regime”—priveledges, and arbitrary law


*Examples: England and the U. S.


*Reaction against the decadence of      


  monarchy and nobility  





*Forces collide


*Bourgeois and many nobles want 


  “progress”


*Crown out of touch


*Like a snowball that turns into an 


 avalanche








