


            Absolutism in France
I. Background:


A. The “Hundred Years War” with England left France drastically   
depopulated, commercially ruined, and agriculturally weak.



1.Charles VII (r 1422-14561)—nervous about paternity (father



had been deranged/mother promiscuous)—succeeded in beginning



France’s recovery




a.Reconciled the Burgundians and Armagnacs




***b.By 1453 had expelled English from French soil except




       Calais




c.Reorganized royal council giving increase influence




 to middle class men




d.Strengthened finances with the gabelle (salt tax) and




the taille (land tax)




**d.Created the first permanent royal army—cavalry and 




     archers—recruited, paid, and inspected by the state.


2.Charles published the “Pragmatic Sanction of Bourges” 



asserting the superiority of a general council over the papacy,



giving the crown major control over the bishops, and depriving



pope of ecclesiastical revenues



3.Also promoted industries such as silk weaving at Lyon and 



Tours, and entered into trade agreements with England, Portugal



and the Hanseatic League


***3.Greater control over the church and the army helped to consolidate 


        the power of the French crown.




a.After the death of Charles the Bold, duke of Burgundy,




in 1477, he gained some territory in Burgundy, and after the




extinction of the House of Anjou he gained Anjou, Bar, 




Maine, and Provence.


B.Later, Louis XII (r 1498-1515) married Anne of Brittany adding 
Bretagne to the crown’s land.  Further, Francois I signed the “Concordat


of Bologna” with the pope renouncing the Pragmatic Sanction that said


the French council had superiority over the papacy (1516)



1.This gave the pope the right to receive the first year’s income



of the new bishops and abbots but allowed the French king the


right to select French bishops and abbots.




a.This gave the French kings thereafter control over 




appointments and therefore the policies of church




officials within the kingdom




Absolutism in France

EQ: What is absolutism?

EQ: How did absolutism evolve in France?

EQ: Who were the key figures in the evolution of absolutism in France?

EQ: What experiences and personality characteristics facilitated Louis XIV’s 

       ascendance to the pinnacle of absolutism?

I.Absolutism is the embodiment of the state in the person of the ruler


A.Absolute kings ruled by “divine right”—responsible to God alone


   
1.In an absolutist state the king seeks total sovereignty




a. No competing armies, courts, institutions, groups etc.




b. Not totalitarian—lacks means and technology to control



every aspect of culture and society



2.Biggest threats to kings’ power had been the nobility




a.King relied on them for army and finances




b.They received privileges in return (often tax exempt)


B.Absolutists maintained large “standing armies”



1.Raised, trained, and paid by the royal govt




*a.Required tax revenues


***C.Basis of absolute monarchies was royal administration—centralized


        bureaucracy



1.Professional civil servants




a.Often middle class




b.Offices were public and revenues belonged to the Crown

II. During the period between 1559-1598 France plagued with religious riots and Civil War

A.Three weak sons of Henry II couldn’t provide leadership



1.Francis II (r1559-1560) died after 17 months



2.Charles IX (r1560-1574) succeeded at age 10 and was



dominated by his mother Catherine de Medici



3.His Brother Henry III  (r1574-1579) was intelligent and 



cultivated, but ruled eratically




a.Split his time between debaucheries with his male 




favorites and frantic repentance



4.From 1560 to her death in 1589 Catherine was guiding the 



Crown’s policies




a.Genuinely wanted civil and religious peace but followed




no set political policy
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*B. During the second half of the 16th century between two-fifths to 


    one-half of the nobility became  Calvinist



1.Like many German princes, used as a way of asserting 



independence from Crown




a.Armed clashes between nobles in many parts France



**2.On August 24th, 1572 (Saint Bartholomew’s Day) Protestants



      gathered with Catholics in Paris for the wedding of Henry of 



      Navarre and Margot of Valois




a.Admiral Gaspard de Coligny (one of the noblest families)




  was leader of the Huguenots had recently replaced 




  Catherine’s over young Charles IX




b.Catherine and the leader of the Catholic aristocracy, Henri 


de Guise, had Colginy attacked—only injured, but slain by




de Guise’s inside man



3.Led to the “War of the Three Henris”




a.The Catholic league wanted to destroy Calvinism and 




   replace Henri III




b.Fifteen years of fighting—agriculture disrupted, commerce




declined, starvation and death…


C.A small group of moderates called the “politiques” believed only a 


   strong monarchy could save France



1.Of both faiths—decided to recognize Huguenots as a group




a.Catherine and Henri died


****2.Paved the way for Henri IV (r1589-1610)




a.It was said that he was a glamorous prince who knew how




to fight, to make love, and to drink.




b.Above all he wanted a strong and united France



3.Annointed by the archbishop of Bourges 




a.Supposedly said, “Paris is worth a mass”



**4.In 1598 published the “Edict of Nantes” granting Huguenots



     freedom of conscience and right to worship publicly in 150



     towns,
******Way was now paved for French absolutism
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III. Henri IV and the foundations of absolutism in France


A.Seemed to care about his people



1.Wanted peace and stability




a.Wanted economic recovery from the civil wars




that had terrorized and impoverished the people


**B. Appointed the Protestant Maximilian de Bethune, duke of Sully


    as chief administrator



1.Lowered taxes on peasants




a.Introduced the “paulette”—tax on royal officials to




  to guarantee heredity



2.Made tax collection more efficient by combining the salt, sales,



and transit taxes, and by leasing collection out to financiers



3.Subsidised the Company for Trade With the Indies



4.Started a country-wide highway system



5.Even dreamed of an international peace-keeping organization


*C.Henri and Sully restored public order and laid the foundations for 


economic prosperity



1.Henri killed in 1610 by Ravaillac—lunatic

II. Marie de Medici headed govt. as queen regent for child-king Louis XIII, but really nobles and princes of the blood dominated scene.


***A.In 1624 she obtained the appointment of Armand Jean du Plessis—


        Cardinal Richelieu (1585-1642)—to the council of ministers



1.Next year he became president of council



2.After 1628 he was first minister to the king
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**B.Used his strong influence over Louis to exalt the French monarchy as 


   the embodiment of the French State



1.He laid the cornerstone of French absolutism which would lead



to France’s cultural hegemony   in the late 17th/18th century



*2.Key to Richelieu’s policy was total subordination of all groups 



to the monarchy




a.Eliminated opposition on the council, leveled castles of 




powerful nobles, crushed conspiracies



*3.Established and administrative system that divided France into 




32 generalites (districts) each with a royal “intendant” (p534)



a.Almost always “noblesse de robe,” they were loyal to the 




crown and not local community




b.They used their power to enforce royal orders and to 



weaken the power or influence the local nobility




*c.System served to centralize the French state under the




  king’s authority



4.France’s foreign policy was centered around destroying the 



“Habsberg Fence”—territory that surrounded France




a.Allied with Swedish Lutheran King Gustavus Adolphus




  in the Swedish phase of the Thirty-Years War




b.To justify he came up with his own “raison d’etat”




(reason of state)—where reasons of state are concerned, God




absolves actions normally condemned



5. In 1635 gave official recognition to L’Academie Francaise




a.Group philologists (later scholars) interested in grammar




and rhetoric who would create a dictionary with a 




standardized French language (1694)

III. There had always been riots and protests over taxes, unemployment (cities), outsiders collecting taxes and administrating justice in localities


A. When Louis III died Cardinal Jules Mazarin (Giulio Mazzarino) acted 


as regent for the boy-king Louis XIV



1.His attempts to increase royal revenues led to civil wars 



(1648-1653) known as the “Fronde”




a.Aristocrats resented loss of power




b.Regions refused to pay taxes




*c.Desparate govt tried new—Parliament of Paris rejected

Note: Power of cities



**2. The vast expansion of the state bureaucracy and new means of 



    extricating  more from working people, peasants, and artisans,



    led to bitter opposition



**3.Aristocratic factions to advantage of the situation

IV. The Fronde formed the cornerstone of Louis XIV’s childhood political education


A.Louis was convinced that the sole alternative to anarchy was 


“absolute monarcy”



1. Louis’ reign (r1643-1715) was the longest in Euro history




*a.Had a practical education under Mazarin studying




state papers, attending council meetings and govt




fuctions—learned by direct experience




*b. Devout Catholic—attended mass daily




*c.Along with Mazarin, his Catholic mother Annne




  of Austria taught him that God established kings




  as his rulers on earth


**B.Historically the nobility had jealously guarded their privileges 


     and fought centralization



1.Very artfully, Louis secured the cooperation of the nobility



***2.Installed his court ten miles away from Paris at 



       “Versailles”


****3.High nobility had to live at least a part of the year there



(or suffer social, political, and economic dangers)



4.Architect Le Notre and Le Vau created a masterpiece (inside and



out) from which Louis would preside over a magnificent 



flourishing of culture




a.France became the center of culture in Europe




b.French replaced Latin as the international language




of scholarship—“lingua franca”\


***C.At the court of the “Roi Soleil” Louis could keep track of what his



nobles were doing




1.An elaborate system of “protocol” and an elaborate system




of spying





a.Plus, Louis men were in every city and province





b.At court the nobles vied for favors



****2.Court ceremony and life used to undermine the power of the




nobles




3.Louis excluded nobles from the royal council




4.Nobles enjoyed status and magnificent lives but lost power

Ex. Brother


a.Louis never summoned the “Estates Generale”




5. By 1685 France was the strongest and most highly 




centralized nation in Europe

V. Managing the economy—Jean Baptiste Colbert (1619-1683)


A.The French state spent enormous sums on the court and the military



1.Tax collecting had been problematic




a.Nobles exempt from paying taxes




b.Many middle class had acquired tax privileges



2.Tax burden fell on the peasants 


*B. Colbert believed that the economy should serve the state



1.Mercantilism—govt regulation of economy




a.Amass gold and silver




b.Self-sufficiency



2.Colbert supported old and new industries




a.Textiles




b.Rugs and tapestries (Gobelin and Beauvais)




c.Mirrors (replace Italian)




d.Lace at Chantilly (replace Low Countries)




e.Steel and firearms (replace from Sweden)



3.Encouraged foreign craftsmen to immigrate



4.Canals and roads



5.Abolished many domestic tariffs and instituted higher foreign



6.Created a powerful merchant marine and academy for sailors



7.Send explorer Jacques Marquette and Louis Joliet down the Miss.



to claim land all the way to Arkansas; Robert La Salle down to the



delta—“Louisiana” and “Nouvelle Orleans”

V. In 1685 Louis XIV revoked the “Edicte of Nantes” issued by Henri IV

A.Louis XIII has attacked the Protestant city of La Rochelle, now Louis 
XIV turned on all 
Huguenots and Calvinists



1.Destroyed churches, baptized children, exiled



*2.Could not tolerate separate groups in France




a.Tens of thousands migrated—Neth, Am,

VI. War under L XIV—created a modern professional army


A. King supervised all operations



1.System of training, supplying, standard weapons, uniforms


B.Gained some territories in north and east but at a sever financial cost



1.Peasant uprisings at same time




*a.Bad harvests 168-1694 led to mass starvation




b.Up to two million 1693/4



2.Stopped the wars but still preparing (image warrior king)


*C.War of the Spanish succession



1.Charles II of Spain was mentally ill and impotent



2.When he died he left Spain and empire to Philip of Anjou



--Louis’ grandson—while prohibiting union of crowns



3.Louis reneged on deal to divide with HRE


***D.Would severely upset the “balance of power”



1.In 1701 English, Dutch, Austrians and Prussians formed



the “Grand Alliance”




a.Eugene, Prince of Savoy represented HRE and John




Churchill proved to be two great military leaders




b.Defeated at Blenheim in 1704, and Ramillies near




Brabant



2.The Peace of Utrecht—crowns could never be united, France



surrendered Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, Hudson Bay to England




a.Also Gibralter and Minorca




***b.Sinificance: set limit on any one power’s expansion


**E.Culture still flourished but France hovered on the brink of bankruptcy 


     in 1714



1.Widespread poverty



2. Louis died Sept., 1st, 1715

One of his critics, Saint-Simon, wrote of him that he:

reduced everyone to subjection, and brought to his court those very persons he cared least about.  Whoever was old enough to serve did no dare demur.  It was still another device to ruin the nobles by accustoming them to equality and forcing them to mingle with everyone indiscriminately…Louis XIV took great pains to inform himself on what was happening everywhere, in public places, private homes, and even on the international scene…Spies and informers of all kinds were numberless.
