


The Civil War and Reconstruction
EQ: When did the debate over slavery begin?

EQ: How did “sectionalism” tie into the question of slavery?

EQ: How did westward expansion tie into the question of slavery?

EQ: How was slavery at the root of the Civil War?

EQ: What was the Missouri Compromise?

EQ: What was the Wilmot Proviso?

EQ: What was the Compromise of 1850?

EQ: What was the Kansas-Nebraska Act?

EQ: What did the Dred Scott ruling say and what was its significance?

EQ: How did pro-secession southerners argue that it was their right to secede?

EQ: Why was the election of Abraham Lincoln so pivotal in bringing on the conflict?

EQ: How did Lincoln’s views on slavery evolve?

EQ: What was the “Emancipation Proclamation” and how was it based upon both morality and political-military tactics?

EQ: What was “Reconstruction?”

EQ: What was the Civil Rights Act of 1866?

EQ: What did the 14th and 15th Amendments do?

EQ: What was the “Compromise of 1877” and what was the result?
I.Background


A.The issue of slavery had been brushed aside at the Constitutional


  Convention



1.Always present



2.Tension certain to increase


B.Missouri Compromise



1.1819 MO territory applied for statehood




a.Free or slave?




b.Compromise: MO slave ME free; no slavery




  north of 36 30’ (MO’s southern border)



2.Congress approved and issue temporarily dealt with


C.Wilmot Proviso 1846



1.Amendment sought to ban slavery in terr. acquired in war



  with Mexico




a.Passed in House; defeated in Senate


D.With westward expansion the slavery issue heated up again



1.Sectional differences and fears



2.Abolitionists were becoming more and more vocal



   and numerous




a.Most in North not concerned with South, only new terr.




b.Radical abolitionists called for complete abolition




   1. Note: different views on race and abolition of slavery


E.Compromise of 1850



1.Problem: California and NM terr.



2.Compromise: CA free, “popular sovereignty” to decide in



   future states in territories.




a.Strong fugitive slave law




b.Intended to please both sections but South not…


F.Kansas-Nebraska Act (1854)



1.Question of transcontinental railroad route




a.Pres. Pierce and the “Young America Movement”




 wanted expansion, capitalism etc.




b.Purchased strip land from New Mexico




  “Gadsden Purchase”  1853




c.Percieved as pro-South



2.Senator Stephen Douglas proposed bill to create route from



  Chicago west




a.Incorporated northern half of the Indian Terr.




b.To be called “Nebraska”




c.Needed support of N & S




d.Cut terr in half—Nebraska and Kansas




e.Thought Kansas would be slave state by pop sov.




f.Douglas and Pierce rally support—passed 1854



*3.Crystalized antislavery sentiment in North




a. “Free Soilers”—no extension of slavery




b.Garrisonians and evangelicals



*4. “Bleeding Kansas”—pro and antislavery supporters move 



    into Kansas




a.Proslavery govt elected fraudulently




b.Antislavery govt set up




c.Proslavery supporters attack, arrest, and sack




  --Lawrence, Kansas


G.Dread Scott decision



1.Slave Dread Scott sued for his liberty arguing he had lived



  in free states for four years



***2.Supreme Court Chie Justice Roger B. Taney ruled that



   slaves were not people, but property and could not be 



   citizens or petition the court



***3.Also said that Congress could not limit slavery in federal



   territory (MO Compr. unconstitutional)




a.North outraged

II.Sectional Differences


A.The North and South had grown into sections that were


  economically, politically, and socially different



1.South: almost wholly rural




a.Politically oligarchic




b.Economy based upon slavery



2.North: full of thriving industrial establishments (iron, textiles,



  shoes, watches, farm implements, ship building, flour milling, 



  meat packing etc.)




a.Destination of European immigrants




b.Extensive railroad system




c.More democratic than South



3.North wanted protective tariffs and quicker distribution



  of federal lands; South wanted cheap manufactured goods 



  and good price for lands

B.These differences alone would not have caused the war—underlying cause was the question of slavery


1.South feared the North would put an end to their


  “way of life”


2.North feared spread of slavery into new territories, 


  possibly even Caribbean and Central America

III.Abraham Lincoln


A.Illinois Republicans selected L. to run for senate



1.Lost to Stephen Douglas but gained national attention



  in a series of debates (Lincoln-Douglas debates)




a.Argued that slavery was evil and should be prevented




  from expanding




b.Then it would die out and the races could be separated



2.Election of 1860 Reps chose Lincoln




a. “Constitutional Union Party” organized to preserve




the union and took moderates from Rep. party




b.Democratic Party split over issue slavery




c.Reps offered good incentives: tariff, better banking




   system, free land to homesteaders, internal 




   improvements



3.Nov 6, 1860 Abraham Lincoln elected president




a.South could not tolerate this




b.Believed they had voluntarily joined the union




 and now wanted out (felt they had been betrayed)

IV.The war that ensued was the most serious crisis the nation had experienced


A.It would mark all of those who were living and generations


  to come



1.South would never be the same


B.South wanted to hit the North hard and force them to recognize


 the Confederacy as a separate nation



1.For southerners it was a war to preserve their “way of life”




a.Even those who disliked slavery


C.The North wanted to preserve the Union and would eventually


  realize this implied the destruction of the South



1.For Lincoln the war had a meaning beyond that which was


 
  American; it was a war to preserve and promote “liberty”




a.See “Gettysburg Address”

V.Secession

A.Probable that slavery and the South were under no immediate danger


1.Lincoln faced a hostile majority in Congress


2.Said he would not attack slavery where it stood


3.That would take decades and Const. amendment


4.Unionist sentiment strong in South

B.Why secession?


1.Dislike of the North


2.Territorial question


3.Temptation to rule under own flag


4.Fear federal govt. would eventually abolish slavery

C. The Crittenden Compromise (See text CW timeline); sought to

    reassure South that slavery would not be attacked where it stood

    (states  below 36’ 30  would decide free/slave)via six constitutional         

    amendments (2/3 both houses); proposed  December 18th, 1860


a.Unacceptable to free-soilers and Lincoln (did not want


to see slavery expand


b.Tabled Dec, 31st

D.December 20, 1860, South Carolina seceded; Mississippi followed

  …soon the rest.


1.Did not think the North would actually fight



a.Also, North growing more powerful (last chance)


2.South thought it could take its place among the nations of 


  the world and then expand



a.Feb 1861, delegates southern states met in 



Montgomery, Alabama and formed the “Confederate



States of America” with Jefferson Davis as president


3.Dawn April 12, 1861 southern guns opened fire on Fort 


Sumter in Charleston harbor

VI.The war commenced


A.After Sumter both sides quickly united


1.Entered war with light-hearted spirit



a.Thought it would be a short war



b.Would be horrendous war with 



extremely high casualties

B.Each side has its advantages


1.North: population, industrial resources and wealth



a.22 million/9million South (4 mil slaves)



b.Railway system



c.South depended upon foreign manufactured goods



d.North kept control of navy



e.Licoln proved to be a great statesman


2.South: martial spirit, numerous forts and arsenals, agricultural


  production, fighting a defensive war, better generals



a.All had to do is fight hard enough to convince North



   couldn’t be conquered



b.Thought Britain would side with them



c.Would be very difficult for North to occupy vast



   territory with devoted population

VII.In the end the war lasted over four years and only ended when the South lay in ruins


A.Costs:



1.North: 360,000; South: est. 258,000



2.Great parts of the South laid to waste



3.Hundreds of millions worth of property




a.Cities like Columbia, Richmond, Atlanta gutted



3.Economic system of South ripped apart; society ripped 



  apart or killed


B.South lay prostrate



1.Intense hatred, mythologizing of the “Old South” and the 



  “Lost Cause”

VII.Reconstruction


A.Emancipation Proclamation (1863) abolished slavery in states


 in rebellion



1.Not in states loyal to union: MO, KY, WV, MD, DE


B.1865-1867 the North set about “reconstructing” the South



1.Presidential Reconstruction

“With malice toward none, with charity for all; with firmness in the right, as God gives us to see the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in: to bind up the nation’s wounds; to care for him who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow and orphan, to do all which may achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves, and with all nations.”  Lincoln



2.Oath to renounce Confederacy and accept emancipation




a.Once those who had taken oath reached 10% of the 





  vote in the 1860 election they were to write a new 




  state constitution (abolishing slavery) and elect 




  officials to Congress


C.The Thirteenth Amendment (1865)



1.Abolished slavery in the US


D.By April of 1866 all of the southern states fulfilled the requirement


  and had elected state govts. and Congressional reps



1.President Johnson (Lincoln assassinated April 1865)



worried about their selection of officials



2.South thought they would guide their own transition from



slavery to freedom



3.Created “black codes” defining legal status of Af-Ams




a.Restricted land ownership, movent, type of work,




   forced labor for “vagrancy”




b.White supremacy organizations like KKK


E.Congress took over Reconstruction



1.Civil Rights Act 1866 defined rights of citizens




a.Johnson vetoed; Congress overturned veto


F.Worried that the new law would be amended or declared


  unconstitutional



1.Fourteenth Amendment (1868)—guaranteed equality



2.Fifteenth Amendment (1870)—prohibited denial of 



  right to vote based upon race or servitude


G.The Compromise of 1877



1.Contested election




a.Fraud…Reps reject enough ballots to give




  Rutherford B. Hayes a slim majority over Tilden




b.Dems cry foul and make threats




c.Deal made: end federal intervention in South in 




  exchange for presidency




**d.1877 Reconstruction ended and troops withdrawn

*********The South was now free to “reconstruct” itself on the basis of white supremacy.  Af-Am gains wiped out and a system of racial segregation would be put in place.

