



Colonial America

EQ: Why did European nations engage in exploration of the world?

EQ: What happened when European nations “discovered” the Americas?

EQ: How were North, Central, and South America transformed as a result of European colonization?

EQ: How were the worldviews of Europeans and indigenous peoples of the America’s different?

EQ: What motivated the colonists who set sail for North America?

EQ: What were the differences and similarities between the colonies of New England, the Mid-Atlantic, and the South?

EQ: What was daily life like for the colonists?

EQ: Which English institutions helped them to evolve and prosper?
I.Exploration: see map


A.England late in acquiring colonies in America



1.Jealous of Portugal and Spain



 
a.They had colonized much of New World (including




Florida) 




b.Spain had explored all of the way into New Mexico,




Arizona, Louisiana, and into Kansas

II.Frist Settlements


A.1578 Elizabeth I granted Sir Humphry Gilbert territory around


Newfoundland (John Cabot had explored and claimed for 


England)  but colonists didn’t like the looks of it and headed back



1.Lost at sea


B.Gilbert’s half brother Sir Walter Raleigh granted huge 


Territory north of Florida (partly to annoy Philip of Spain)



1.Named it “Virginia” after Elizabeth



2.Chose an island off the coast of modern day NC




a.1585 Roanoke Island—advertised as an

“American Eden”

b.108 settlers stayed until 1586…then went back

to England leaving 15 behind

c.1587 new party arrived (91 men, 17 women, 

9 children)

d.1590 colony found abandoned; only words 

“Croatoan” found carved on a wall


C.1606 James I issued two royal charters to merchants who 


formed joint-stock companies



1.Plymouth Co (from modern Maine to Virginia)




a.Popham colony—destroyed 1607 (winter/Indians)



2.London Co (later Virginia Co)




a.144 men and boys—mostly adventurers looking 




fo gold



****b.Jamestown—bad location, disease starvation 




(refused to work)…by 1608 only 38 left


D.Captain John Smith (27yo)—obnoxious but disciplined



1.Imposed military order on survivors



2.Watched Indians and leared



3.Forced colonists to build, plant etc.



4.They still died frequently—refused Indian’s advice



   remained next to bad water (flux, dysentery, fevers)



5.Virginia co. sent more settlers and supplies

III.Brown Gold


A.Tobacco had been an instant sensation in Europe since 1560s



1.John Rolfe planted milder West Indian variety




a.By 1611 the race was on to plant as much as




possible…and get rich



2.Labor intensive crop




a.Used indentured servants




b.Headwright system



3.Chesapeake Bay region ideal—fertile, waterways


      

a.Colony grew


        *4.1618 Virginia House of Burgesses—elected, law-making



   body



5.Colony still troubled—conflict with Indians (broke 



   Smith’s agreements with Pocahontas’ father Powhaton)



6.After deadly war, King James took over—royal colony


          7.Even though only 1,275 out of 8,000 survived, they 



  kept coming—to get rich from growing “brown gold”

IV.A “City Upon a Hill”


A.Separatists led by William Bradford sailed on the Mayflower 


  For nine weeks to Jamestown but ended up in Cape Cod



1.Signed the “Mayflower Compact”



2.An Indian named “Squanto” helped them to communicate



   with other Indians (he had sailed on an English ship in 



   1605; his family had died from European diseases)—took 



   pity on them




a.1621 harvest feast—Indians and Pilgrims celebrated




   “Thanksgiving”


B.1630 a group of Puritans led by John Winthrop crossed over



1.Over a thousand



2.Granted the Massachusetts Bay Colony




a.Called it a “Wilderness Zion”




b.“We shall be a city upon a hill”



3.Created a form of theocracy

V.Charles I gave grant to Catholic George Calvert


A.1632 his son named Maryland after the King’s wife and V Mary

1.Wanted to set up a Catholic, medieval society

a.Couldn’t get volunteer serfs; had to take




   Protestants too




b.Ended up imitating Virginia’s system to attract




   settlers—future problems (religion)




c.Continual uprisings and bloodshed




d.Eventually Protestants gained control; Calvert’s\




   descendant converted Anglicanism

VI.The Middle Colonies—Pluralism and Commerce


A.1660s Dutch lost colonies



1.Divided into NY, NJ and Pennsylvania (eventually DE)


B.NY (formerly New Amsterdam) grew prosperous—commerce



1.Also multicultural—Dutch, French Protestants, English 



   Quakers, Scottish Presbyterians—religious tolerance



2.English, Dutch and German merchants fiercely 



   competitive



3.James II merged NY into his dominion of New England




a.Jacob Leisler (German merchant) led rebellion to




  take control in the name of Protestantism




b.Issued orders in name of Wm and Mary




c.William sent his own governor




d.Leisler hesitated, then surrendered—hanged




  beheaded, disemboweled, drawn and quartered

 
C.1664 NJ given to Sir George Carteret and Lord John Berkeley 


    by James II



1.Want to set up proprietary colony and make money



  from rents and taxes




a.Rush of Puritans, Quakers and Baptists




b.Refused to be governed by proprietors




c.Quakers bought much 




d.1702 became royal colony


D.Pennsylvan and the “Religious Society of Friends”



1.Radical religious group led by William Penn



2.Charles II owed Penn’s father and then William 



   himself for loans and political support




a.Wm gave up good life to become Quaker




b.Granted “Penn’s Woods”



3.Penn wanted profit, but also planned a “holy experiment”




a.Quakers: divine spirit in every being, very 




  egalitarian, service without ritual, anyone could 




  speak when moved, no distinctions of wealth in 




meetings, women could speak, plain dress, tolerant




of other religions, pacifists, treated Indians fairly,




all free males could vote



       *b.Pennsylvania legislature left alone…at times shocked




  Charles and even William Penn himself



       *c.8000 arrived in first 4 years…Irish, Scottish, Welsh,




French, Scandinavians, Gemans



 
d.Multicultural but not egalitarian as Quakers



      *d.Philidelphia grew into a great shipping and




commercial center

VII.Lower South


A.1663 South Carolina grew into a wealthy colony



1.After trying many products turned to rice




a.Planters from Barbados brought slaves




b.By 1708 slaves outnumbered owners 




c.By 1750—10:1




d.Society dominated by planter elite


B.1729 North Carolina—Not ideal area, but settled and then


   Split off from SC



1.Tobacco and naval stores


C.1732 Georgia—Experiment in reform



1.James Oglethorpe wanted to give thousands of debtors



   a new chance




a.George II didn’t care about debtors, but wanted a 




  buffer between Spanish Florida and SC



2.Settlers didn’t pay attention to regulations (only small 



  farms, no slavery, no assembly)




a.South Carolinians flooded in




b.1752 gave up project

VIII.The Wilderness


A.Whether in North, Middle or the South, colonists had to have 


  Certain characteristics to survive:



____________________________



____________________________



____________________________



____________________________



____________________________



____________________________



____________________________



____________________________


B.These cultural characteristics combined with 


   self-governance created a hightened sense of liberty


   and equality



1.Land was available—“Frontier”



2.“Liberty” was experiential




a.Concept evolving further


C.In the North—somewhat conservative tone



1.Same qualities as above, but with religious tone




a.Even after the Puritans


D.In the South—goal was leisure, refinement and pleasure



1.Society ruled by elite (except on frontier)



2.For elite: grand mansions, imported luxury items




a.Still enjoyed whisky, gambling, horse racing etc.

