


From Colonies to Nation

EQ: How did English traditions of law and government accelerate the development of a distinct “American” culture?

EQ: Why did English follow a policy of  “salutary neglect” and then suddenly change the way they governed the American colonies?

EQ: How can the differences of opinion among the colonists concerning taxation be explained?

EQ: How did evolving cultural tension fuel the move towards independence?

EQ: Why did John Adams say that the Revolution began well before the first shots were fired at Lexington and Concord?

EQ: What role did the French play in the American Revolution and why?
I.Simultaneous to the evolution of an “American” culture Ams. developed traditions of self-government.


A.Crown had complete control in theory but in reality after the initial


   period of settlement colonial assemblies were responsible for their 


   own internal affairs



1.British system was inefficient




a.Had same objectives—economic expansion, Old World




  culture in the New World—so weren’t overly concerned



2.Royal governors appointed by Crown but legislatures and



  courts comprised of local leaders




a.Had to let them govern to get things done


*B.Colonists gained experience in self-govt



1.Became more and more independent minded




a.James II attempt to unify NY, NJ and NE failed

II.The British Empire was based upon “mercantilism”


A.Goal of a mercantilist political-economy was to gain as much


  gold and silver as possible



1.War and prosperity


B.Supposed to have raw materials flowing from colonies to the 


  mother country and manufactured goods in the opposite direction




1.Tariffs on foreign goods

***Always remember “markets and resources” 


C.Colonists complained British control would stifle economic 


  development




1.Benefitted from Br protection and access to Br market




a.Goods not needed in Br could flow to foreign ports



2.Br. didn’t often enforce




a.Colonists smuggled anyway



3.Eventually the mercantilist system would have hindered 



   colonial development

III.Navigation Acts sought to regulate imperial system


A.1660 tried to shift all trade to English ships



1.Dutch had been great shipping power



2.Also had to ship “enumerated” goods (sugar, tobacco, cotton, 


  
indigo) to  Br first

a.Three years later all products going to the colonies from Europe had to go to Br. first (tariffs)

3.Early 18th C. rice, molasses, naval stores, furs, and copper added


B.Goal was English would specialize in manufacturing and the 


the colonies in producing raw materials



1.Could manufacture some items for local market

2.Good for short-term, but…


*C.PM Rober Walpole had established a policy of “salutary neglect” 



1.Looked the other way

IV.The Enlightenment and its impact on America


A.Trajectory:



1.Greece



2.Rome



3.The Renaissance



4.The Scientific Revolution (17th C.)



5.The Enlightenment (late 17th –18th C.)


B.God set the universe in motion and stepped back



1.Ran like a machine



2.Could understand it by discovering the “laws of nature”




a.Used powers of  “reason”

b.Often see term “natural law” being applied to society



3.Could create better society by guiding “the people”


C.Educated Am. colonists devoured the books of Enlightenment 


thinkers like Locke, Blackstone, Hume, Montesquieu, Rousseau, 


Voltaire etc.



1.Religious influence on intellectual life lessened



2.Unitarians and diests

V.The French and Indian War/The Seven Years War


A.The big game was between European powers



1.Colonies were the prizes



2.Frontiers often the battlegrounds


B.War between Br. and Fr. (1754/1756-1763)



1.Fighting of N. American colonies




a.Esp. interior—Ohio Valley




b.Each side had Indian allies

2.Br did badly at first then turned around by Wm. Pitt




a.Montreal fell in 1760




b.French pulled out Am


C.Treaty of Paris (1763)



1.Br took Canada and territory to the Mississippi Valley




a.Spain got area west of Miss. and New Orleans



*2.Marks the point Br ascendance on the world stage

VI.British had almost been bankrupted by the war


A.Wanted to make the empire function properly



1.Empire would cost them more to run now (larger)



**2.Their inefficiency and bungling would lead to the



       American Revolution


B.The increase in cost of protecting colonies from Indians and the 


  desire to tighten their grip on the colonies let to the “Proclamation


  of 1763”



1.Line separating colonists and Indians

a.Colonists furious—would be impossible to keep 

them out

VII.Parliamentary Acts and Duties


A.The Sugar Act 1764



1.Tariffs on sugar, coffee, wine and some other products



   coming into colonies




a.Offenders tried in “vice admiralty courts”



**2.Ams believed Parliament did not have the right to tax them




a.Influence of the Enlightenment (John Locke had stated




  in his “Second Treatise on Government” that property 




  should not be taken from the people without their 


  

  consent)




b.A question of “liberty”




c.James Otis’ “The Rights of the British Colonies 




  Asserted and Proved” (1764) argued “no taxation



 
  without representation”



3.Britain believed colonies were “virtually represented”




a.Most English had no direct representation either



4.Colonists actually not particularly interested in representation




a.They were interested in not paying taxes




b.They were against anything that would stifle economic




   development and prosperity

VIII.Colonist had no common plan resistance but Parliament gave them the catalyst with the Stamp Act (1765)


A.Stiff tax on all kinds of printed articles (newpapers, pamphlets, 


   licenses, legal papers)



1.English thought impact would be minor



2.Hardly any taxes collected




a.Colonist refused




*b.This wasn’t just trade; it was interfering with 




    internal affairs



3.Patrick Henry in VA House of Burgesses argued that



   only Virginia could tax Virginians




a.His resolutions were defeated but had big impact


**B.June 6 (1765) Massachusetts proposed an intercolonial Stamp


       Act Congress which met in NYC



1. “Sons of Liberty” organized riots




a.Leaders mobilized lower classes


C.Quartering Act added fuel to the fire



1.Br troops rowdy, condescending, took Am jobs…


D.Ams said they were losing their rights as Englishmen but 


    much more was going on



1.Underneath they were conscious of the threat to their 



   prosperity and development



2.Did not want to separate from England but did not want to



   submit 


E.Ams boycotted Br. goods 



1.Br merchants pressured Parliament 




a.For numerous political and economic reasons the 




  act was repealed




*b.Colonists thought they had achieved victory



*2.Same day Parl. passed the Declaratory Act stating colonists 



   were subordinate and that Parl could pass any regulatory 



   legislation it wished




a.In keeping with Enlightenment thinking colonists felt 




   it was unconstitutional




b.Differences between American law and British 




   Constitution

IX.The Townshen Duties


A.British still maintained they had the right to tax the colonists



1.Some had argued colonists only objected to indirect taxes



  (not really true; somewhat of a ruse)



2.British passed indirect tax in form of duties on glass, lead,



  paints, paper, and tea imported to colonies




a.New boycott and effort to stimulate manufacturing



3.Br also set up more vice admiralty courts (Halifax, Boston



  Philidelphia, and Charleston)




a.Colonists furious; claimed Br agents corrupt




b.Br agents were corrupt but colonists also smuggling


**B.1768 Mass. General Court sent the other colonies a “Circular


       Letter” arguing T. Duties were infringement on their “natural


       and constitutional rights.”



1.In “Letters from a Farmer in Pennsylvania,” John Dickinson



  said that the colonists should obey like dutiful children but 



  also that Parl had no right to tax the colonies




a.Some like Samuel Adams argued that Parl had no




  right to legistlate for the colonies




b.Public wasn’t that radical but did not accept the 




  Declaratory Act’s philosophy



2.Secretary of state for the colonies (Lord Hillsborough) 



  ordered the governor of Mass to dissolve the legislature



  
a.Ordered two regiments of troops to Boston



**3.More and more the colonists were convinced that the Br



     were conspiring against them

**X.Tension increased with so many Br soldiers in Boston


A.4,00 rowdy Br soldiers in a population of 16,000



1.Soldiers from lower level of society




a.Crude, lewd, underpaid, etc. young men




   who felt superior to “colonials”



*2.Trouble between “Liberty Boys” and soldiers increased


**B.March 5th (1770) crowd began throwing snowballs at Redcoats



1.Some had rocks inside



2.British panicked and fired into crowd; five died



3.Colonists outraged


*C.Parl repealed Townshend Duties…except tea tax



1.Maintained right to tax



2.Colonists somewhat satisfied




a.Began to buy British goods again

XII.Informal truce ended in 1772 when new troubles erupt


A.British ship Gaspee ran aground chasing smugglers



1.Commander was hated by colonists




a.They torched the ship that night



2.British furious…want to bring to justice but knew



  local courts wouldn’t convict


B.Governor of Mass Thomas Hutchinson announced his salary would


   be paid by the crown instead of by colonists



1.Colonists lost important element of influence


**C.Colonists set up “Committees of Correspondence” to


    communicate with other colonies

XII.The Tea Act Crisis


A.To save the British East India Co. PM Lord North remitted tea tax 


   in Br and allowed the company to sell directly to the colonists 


   thereby eliminating the wholesalers, lowering the retail price and


   creating revenues of the colonial tax



1.Temptation of buying high-quality tea at low prices



2.1700 chests of tea shipped to colonies


***B.Colonists knew that if they submitted Parl could carve up 



colonial commerce any way they pleased



1.NY and Phily ordered ships back to England



2.Boston crowds radicalized by Adams and co.

a.Night of Dec 16th (1773) cross section of Bostonians dressed like Indians boarded the Dartmouth and dumped

the tea overboard


C.British furious and vow to take action



1.George III: “We must master them or totally leave them to



   themselves.”




a.Even supporters of Ams believed colonists had




   to be taught a lesson




b.Also knew no jury would render a guilty verdict

***XIV.Parliament responded with the “Coercive Acts”


A.Closed Boston harbor until colonist paid for tea and provided


  for court cases to be transferred outside Mass



1.Also revised the colony’s charter




a.Strengthened the governor, council appointed instead




  of elected, jury selection process changed



****2.This would push the colonist towards rebellion



3.Colonists called the Acts the “Intolerable Acts”




a.Revolution inevitable

Q: Why?

XV.British miscalculation would cost them the colonies


A.Thought that other colonies would not get involved if targeted only 


  Mass



1.Colonists did not want to separate but could not tolerate



  Br assertion that their control was unlimited




a.Colonists fine with Br. regulation foreign relation




 and trade (within limits)…but not internal affairs and 



 taxation



2.British arrogance played an important role in driving 



   the two sides apart

*****XVI.June 1774, Mass called for meeting of delegates from all colonies to consider action


A.The “First Continental Congress” met in Philadelphia in September



1.Supported by John Adams’ arguments against Br control of 



  colonial affairs (infringement upon rights) they issued a 



  declaration of grievances condemning Br actions since 1763




a.Proposed people take up arms to defend rights




b.Organized “Continental Association” to boycott 




Br. goods and punish violators



**2.Ams had decided changes had to be made


****B.They had taken a decisive step; the results would lead to the 



 birth of a nation



1.As John Adams said, “The revolution was complete, in the


   minds of the people, and the Union of the colonies, before



   the war commenced.”

From Colonies to Nation—Part II

“The New England governments are in a state of rebellion.  Blows must whether they are to be subject to this country or independent.”  George III

I.Parliament decides to teach the colonists a lesson


A.Mistakenly assumed that resistance was concentrated in Mass.



1.Colonial identity was localized but they had evolved towards



   a unified position in terms of British control over them




a.The years preceeding the war




b.The emerging “American” identity


B.Decided to use troops against Mass 



1.Both sides made preparations




*a.Patriots organized an extralegal assembly




**b.Converted the militia into the “Minute Men”



2.April 14, 1775 General Gage dispatched 700 troops to seize



  supplies that the rebels (Patriots) had be amassing at Concord




a.Paul Revere and several other horsemen rode off to 




  warn the colonists 




b.Also warned John Hancock and Samuel Adams




   whose arrests had been ordered

II. “The shot heard around the world”

A.When the British reached Lexington they found the common    

occupied by about 70 Minute Men



1.After arguing Minute Men began to withdraw




a.Someone fired a shot (debate) and the ensuing skirmish



   
left eight Patriots dead




b.The British then marched to Concord to destroy Patriot 



  
supplies


B.As word spread militiament came pouring into the area



1.A skirmish at Concord’s North Bridge forced the British to 



  retreat




**a.As they marched back to Boston the militiamen 




     fired on them from the forests on all sides




b.General Gage was obliged to send out 1500 more 



 
  soldiers



**2.Britsh sustained 273 casualties, the Patriots fewer than 100

“The Rebels are not the despicable rabble too many have supposed them to be.”  General Gage

III.Massachussetts now faced war with the most powerful nation on the planet.


A.Amazingly, they took the offensive and captured Fort Ticonderoga 


   and Crown Point on Lake Champlain



*1.The other colonies rallied to the cause sending 



    reinforcements



***a.The British had miscalculated

“A brother’s sword has been sheathed in a brother’s breast and the once happy and peaceful plains of America are either to be drenched in blood or inhabited by a race of slaves.  Can a virtuous man hesitate in his choice?”

George Washington

IV.May 10th, 1775, the Second Continental Congress met in Philadelphia


A.More radical than the first it included: John and Samuel Adams, 


   Patrick Henry, Richard Henry Lee, Thomas Jefferson, George 


   Washington, and Ben Franklin, and John Hancock



**1.Radical mood but not yet arguing for separation




a.Hoped Parliament would see their point of view and




  change their policies


B.They did, however, have to face the immediate threat to Mass.



*1.Organized the Continental Army with George Washington



    as commander in chief




a.Also had to organize to provide for the army

V.The Battle of Bunker Hill


A.The British position in Boston was solid but the Patriots


   in an amazing feat erected fortifications armed with artillery


   on Dorchester Heights at Charleston (Bunker Hill and Breed’s Hill)



1.The British woke up to find that they were staring down



   the barrels of cannons on Breed’s Hill



2.They decided to drive the Patriots off 




a.Eventually succeeded but with very heavy losses




b.More than 1000 of the 2500 Redcoats had fallen




   while the Patriots lost only 400



**3.The British were stunned by the slaughter



***4.Chances slim for a negotiated surrender

B.Half-hearted attempt at peace made with the “Olive Branch 


 Petition”



1.Immediately after adopted the “Declaration of the Causes



  and Necessity of Taking up Arms” which condemned British



  actions since 1773


C.Set out to attack the British in Canada and to organize for war



1.Sought foreign aid and sources for munitions



2.Created a navy

VI.Still did not declare independence


A.Facing the most powerful nation in the world



1.If they lost…



2.They had much to lose



3.Could end up worse off


**B.Not really possible to turn back



1.They had become “Americans”

 
****C.The leaders of the resistance had organized the common 



  people to fight for local self-govt



1.Question was whether or not common people could govern



  themselves




a.Had never been attempted on such a large scale

VII.Two events sealed their fate


A.The British were sending Hessian mercenaries



1.Ruthless move

   ****B.The second was the publication of “Common Sense” by Thomas


   Paine (newly arrived immigrant from England)



1.Pamphlet hit like a bolt of lightening




a.Attacked George III as a tyrant




b.Argued that self-govt was the right of the people

“We have it in our power to begin the world again”  

“A government of our own is a natural right”

“O! ye that love mankind! Ye that dare oppose not only tyranny but the tyrant, stand forth!”  



2.Spoke to the common person on their level

VIII.March of 1776 Congress made decisive moves towards independence


A.Did not declare separation but “the die was cast”



1.Set privateers against British ships



2.Opened ports to foreign shipping



*3.Set up conventions to create constitutions

B.Virginian Richard Henry Lee introduced a resolution of the VA 


  Convention:

RESOLVED: That these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and independent States, that they are absolved from all allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved.



1.Passed in Congress on July 2, 1776


C.Committee consisting of Franklin, Jefferson, John Adams, Roger 


  Sherman, and Robert Livingston created to frame justification of 


  declaring independence

1.Thomas Jefferson (youngest member of Congress) chosen to 



  prepare a draft




a.Franklin and Adams made a few minor changes and




  Congress toned it down a little

********************The resultant document would become much more than a declaration of independence.


D.The D.I. begins with political theory justifying independence and 


   then goes on to state point by point the abuses of the British that had


   driven the colonists to rebellion.  The argument claims that the 


   people have the right to form a new government.



1.The language and political philosophy are that of the 



   Enlightenment

          
*********2.The Founding Fathers would, through this document and 



        the Constitution and Bill of Rights, combine the ideas



        of European philosophers with their real life experiences



        to create a new radical republic.

“I did not consider it any part of my charge to invent new ideas but to place before mankind the common sense of the subject, in terms so plain and firm as to command their assent…It was intended to be an expression of the American mind.”  T. Jefferson

IX.Now the problem was creating a new nation…while fighting the most powerful nation in the world.


A.Obviously the military situation took precedence



1.Working in their favor:

a. they were on their land




b.Britain was a long ways away




c.Britain had to face the cost of an expensive war and 



 
  had real enemies in Europe



2.Working against them:




a.Large well-trained and provisioned army




b.British economy that could back a war




c.Mastery of the seas




d.Washington had to create an effective fighting force




   while he was fighting




e.Supplies always limited




f.Many colonists were loyal to the Crown

Qs: How many were Patriots? How many were Loyalists?  How many were undecided?

X.After early British victories in New York Washington launched attacks on Trenton and Princeton


A.Caught Hessians by surprise



1.Helped to rally others to the cause


B.British decided to move armies from Canada in north, and up the


   Hudson from the East to trap the Patriots in New England (1777)



1.Goal: cut them off from the rest of the colonies



2.Patriots slowed down General Burgoyne’s march



  by felling trees across road



3.British plans complicated…didn’t work out as planned




a.Gen. Howe changed plans and tried to get Washington




  to expose his army in NJ




b.Washington sent some of his best troops to join




  fight against Burgoyne



4.Burgoyne under siege did not get reinforcements



5.Surrenders at Saratoga—5700 prisoners


***C.Victory at Saratoga changed the course and character of the war



1.France watching and waiting




a.France and Spain had been contributing to war


****2.Louis XVI recognized the United States as a sovereign nation




a.American commissioners led by Franklin negotiated




  a commercial treaty and alliance with France

XI.Parliament wanted to forestall a Franco-American alliance and was prepared to repeal the Coercive Acts and the Tea Act, and to pledge not to tax the colonies


A.Peace commissioners didn’t arrive until March 1778



1.Too late




a.British proposals rejected

XII.American army in bad shape during winter but spring brought supplies and word of the Franco-Am alliance

“The unfortunate soldiers…had neither coats, nor hats, nor shirts, nor shoes; their feet and legs froze until they grew black, and it was often necessary to amputate them.”  Marquis de Lafayette

A.Really was the charisma of George Washington that kept 


   them together 



1.Incredible figure who inspired his troops

XIII.The British changed their strategy and moved the war to the South


A.More Tory Loyalists there



1.Won victories and terrorized the Patriots


B.British established a base at Yorktown, VA where they could be 


  supplied by sea (key moment in the Revolution)



1.British outnumber American and French ships but difficulties



  in communication

******C.Washington, Admiral de Grasse and the Compte de 



Rochambeau created a complex plan to corner General



Cornwallis at Yorktown



1.de Grasse moved the French fleet up from the West Indies



2.Washington wanted to attack NY but persuaded by 



   Rochambeau to attack Yorktown



3.Tricked British into thinking he was heading for NY and then



   joined up with Lafayette and troops from de Grasse’s fleet




a.Soon had nearly 17,000 in position




b.General Cornwallis helpless with French holding off 




  British fleet



4.Cornwallis surrendered; Lafayette ordered his military band 



  play “Yankee Doodle” as the 7000 British soldiers marched 



  out and surrendered their weapons (1781)




a.They had wanted to surrender to the French but were




  directed to surrender to Washington

5.Britain realized the war was lost and gave up trying to 

   suppress the rebellion

XIV.The Peace of Paris (1783) Britain recognized the United States as 

a sovereign nation

A.Terms: boundaries set—Great Lakes to Mississippi to Florida, British withdraw troops, fishing rights


 off the Grand Banks



1.Why such generous terms?  British preferred to have



  weak nation of English speaking people in N. America



  rather than France or Spain




a.Amerian diplomats knew this (J. Adams, Franklin, John 




  Jay, T. Jefferson, and Henry Laurens)




b.Had learned how to play the great powers against each 




  each other

