



Essay Writing Tips

Step #1: Read and re-read the question.  If the question is not given, try to figure out what the professor will ask by reviewing major themes that he or she has emphasized.

Step #2: Gather all of the information you have on the subject (books, documents, lecture notes etc.).

Step #3: Create a prioritizing system with highlighters. Highlight the most important information in one color, and then move on to the next most important information using a second color.

Step #4: Create an outline for your essay.

Step #5: Write out the essay and then take a break.

Step #6: Edit your essay to make sure you haven’t left anything important out.  Also, you should think about the length and if you need to change anything in order to be able to complete the response during the class period.

Step #7: Create your final outline.

Step #8: Write out your final essay response.

Step #9: Do something athletic (run, bike, walk, yoga etc.).

Step #10: Create a coding system with letter combinations or symbols, and memorize key sentences by placing a piece of paper over your outline etc.  Remember, this works best if you start over every time you make a mistake.

Step #11: If you have time you may wish to test yourself by writing out the essay within an allotted time period.

