
Ferdinand Tonnies, Standard of Living, Quality of Life

I. F Tonnies: first German sociologist proper


A. 1887 published “Gemeinshaft und Gesellshaft” (Community and 


Society)



1. Community—togetherness and mutual bonds that should 



be maintained



2. Society—groups within a state furthering their own goals, 



characterized by individuals having impersonal monetary 



connections, social ties are often superficial with 



self-interest and exploitation increasingly the norm.


B. The “atomization” of the individual



1. Tends to coicide with: urbanization, capitalism,



industrialization, shrinking family size, work/decentering

of members of family.  Also: breakdown of traditions, customs, religion etc.

2. Positive side: more individual freedom, increase productivity, sometimes social mobility

II. Q: How much of the timeline of our species is taken up by the industrial, modern, world?


A. EQ: Has “human progress” kept pace with economic and


technological progress?



1. It has certainly given us things we consider beneficial, no?



2. What sorts of things???

IV. Terms:


A. Standard of living: total value of goods and services an society


can consume divided by the population (per capita)



1. This is a very important index or indicator of the health



of an economy.



2. What does it not tell us?


B. Quality of life: now frequently called the Human Development 


Index—measures many factors such as crime, pollution, 


educational opportunities, transportation, etc.   Note, it also 


includes the standard of living of a society.

